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PREFACE. 



'TT^HE following small work, the produft of occasional hours 
-*• of leisure, was compiled in the first instance without any 
especial view to publication. St Leonard's Ward having fre- 
quently been prominently before the public, and being also rich 
in antiquities not yet concisely treated of, the author has been 
induced to submit to the world the result of his researches. 

The author lays no claim to erudition ; but the fafts stated 
will, he believes, be found trustworthy; what he submits will 
not, he hopes, be found destitute of interest. 

Various gentlemen have kindly aided the author with infor- 
mation or suggestions, and occasional revisions for the press. 
To particularize would be invidious, but the author takes this 
opportunity of tendering to these gentlemen his thanks. 

96 NicoLSON Street, 
December 1864. 
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HISTORY OF ST LEONARD'S, 
EDINBURGH. 



CHAPTER I. 



General description of St Leonard's and its surroundings. — Origin of the 
Chapel there. — Some account of the Patron Saint. — The College in St 
Andrews. — ^Abbot Bellenden, founder of the Chapel and Hospital of St 
Leonard's. — Sir R. Lee and the Brazen Font. — Charter of Confirmation 
(translation) of St Leonard's; Archbishops named in the Charter— 
Shevez and Blacader. — Properties, &c., belonging to the Chapel. — Con- 
cubinage. 

BEFORE describing the Chapel and Hospital of St Leon- 
ard's it may be as well to say something generally of the 
distrift itself. 

St Leonard's HilP is one of a series of the Plutonic formations 
on the east of the town of Edinburgh. It faces Salisbury Craigs, 
and is divided from them by a; valley of great natural beauty 
formed in the sandstone of the distrift ; the sandstone forming 
a small basin in the coal measures of the surrounding distrift ; 
the whinstone, or greenstone, that constitutes the upheaving 



* 281 feet above the level of the sea. 



{Knox*s Plan of Edinburgh,) 
A 
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matter of the Craigs is, in geological nomenclature, termed 
Porphyrytic. greenstone ; it is in close contaft with the sandstone, 
at some points scarcely distinguishable from it, and at one place 
in the hill it thins out in the sandstone and clay shale beds to 
about one inch in thickness. Of this hill the boldest face of 
rock, which is somewhat like Salisbury Craigs on a smaller 
scale, is to the west. Several of the simple minerals, as they 
are called, are found in the greenstone, — ^as quartz, barytes, car- 
bonate of lime. 

The prospeft from this hill cannot at one time have been 
surpassed for striking objefts of natural beauty by anything in 
the neighbourhood of Edinburgh ; and we therefore need not 
be surprised at the hill having been chosen for the site of a 
Chapel and Hospital; nor could a better situation have been 
chosen for the benefit of the poor and deserving in their old age. 
All around it was then a series of lakes and valleys. Facing 
the hill was the Borough Loch, now known as the Meadows ; on 
the south-east Duddingston Loch, which still exists in all its 
pifturesqueness. To the south was the Inch, a word signifying 
an island, (and the place was so called because surrounded with 
water) — this at one time could only be got at by a draw-bridge. 
From a Charter granted in the fourteenth year of the reign of 
James II., this fine property seems to have belonged to the 
Abbey of Holyroodhouse, and to have been called the King's 
Inch.i Near are the lands of Cameron over which Easter Dud- 



* Mr Thomas White, Minister of Liberton, iiv the TranscUlions of the 
Antiquarian Society^ VoL I., Edin. 1792. This loch around the Inch from 
rain and other causes rose very high in 1760, and caused the inhabitants of 
the district much suffering. 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



History of St Leonard's, Edinburgh. 



dingston, then belonging to the Monastery of Kelso, had a 
servitude for peats. The Marsh fronting St Leonard's Hill is 
still known as the "Goosedubs." A clear stream flowing past 
the hill, now known as the " Foul Burn," serves to carry off the 
water from the south side of the town. Looking south-west the 
Pentlands, with the Braid and Blackford Hills in front of them, 
are visible, forming one of the finest hill views in Scotland. On 
the Borough Moor, whose stately oaks were then waving in the 
breeze, the army mustered for the fatal field of Flodden. West is 
the Castle of Edinburgh, then a principal stronghold. Between 
it and Holyroodhause^ lie the City of Edinburgh and the Borough 
of Canongate ; the latter so designated from Canons regular of 
St Augustine brought from St Andrews. To the north rises the 
finely wooded Calton Hill.* Like all others in the vicinity this 
hill has its boldest face of rock to the west. Hence too may be 
obtained splendid gleams of the Firth of Forth, with its guardian 
hills in the background, and the island of Inchkeith, so called 
from the Keith Marischals of Scotland. 

St Leonard's Hill was known originally as " Hermits and Ter- 
mits;'' believed by Lord Hailes to be a corruption of Eremitae 
SanSlae Eremi, or the monks of St Anthony of Egypt. From 
a remote period it doubtless belonged to some religious esta- 
blishment ; for the Hospital of Sautra in Midlothian (near the 
summit of Sautra Hills, on the road to Kelso), — founded in 1164 
by Malcolm IV., King of Scotland, for the relief of pilgrims, 
sickly and indigent people, — ^had land in St Leonard's. That 
hospital existed till the fifteenth century; and John Heriot, 

* See Illustrations, No. i. 

• Calton or Caldon is admittedly a Hill covered with wood. 
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Vicar of Sautra, is witness to several chsirters in 1467. Maitland 
in his History of Edinburgh writes : — " On the east side of the 
road to Dalkeith are certain houses denominated St Hermon's ; 
but how they came to be so named I cannot learn, though 
probably from a chapel there." There still are the ruins of 
St Anthony's Chapel on Arthur's Seat in the neighbourhood. 
It is impossible to ascertain with anything like certainty to 
which chapel of them St Leonard's may have originally be- 
longed ; for in the charter granted to Abbot Robert Bellenden 
for his Chapel and Hospital of St Leonard's, occurs* the fol- 
lowing passage, that it " has in the lapse of time through 
wars and other inconveniences become ruinous, dilapidated, 
and .uninhabitable, and inapplicable to the pious uses to which 
it was adapted by our predecessors from time immemorial." 
This clearly shows that it was in existence for some religious 
and charitable purpose before even Abbot Bellenden obtained 
it for his Chapel and Hospital, — ^which will be seen when we 
come to his Charter of Confirmation, granted by the Archbishop 
of St Andrews in the reign of James IV. 

St Leonard gave his name not only to the hill and ground 
already mentioned, but also to many places in England and 
Scotland. Subjoined is some account of this saint, abridged 
for the most part from Alban Butler's Lives of the Saints, 

St Leonard was a French nobleman at the court of Clovis I- 
Converted in the flower of his age by St Remigius, and resolving 
to relinquish all worldly pursuits, he quitted the court and be- 
came an earnest disciple of Remigius. The king greatly desired 
him to return to court; but he resolutely preferred a life of 
penance and contemplation. He retired accordingly to the 
monastery of Micy, a place afterwards called St Leonard's, and 
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not far from Orleans. There he assumed the religious habit, 
and was instrufted as to the duties of his new life by St Lcetus, 
a resident monk of Micy. Aspirations after still greater de- 
votional seclusion arising within him, he resolved to lead the 
life of a Hermit; and obtained from his superior permission 
to depart from Micy. He travelled through Berri converting 
many of the inhabitants on his way. At length on his arrival 
at Limousin he selefted his retreat in a forest near that town, 
where he built himself an Oratory. His food consisted of 
herbs and fruits, and except when he travelled on preaching 
-missions, or visiting the neighbouring churches, he had no 
witness of his devotions but God. After his fame had spread, 
the hermitage became a flourishing monastery, called, in later 
years, in honour of its founder, St Leonard de Noblet On it 
the king bestowed much of the surrounding ground and forest. 
After many years spent in loving labours, ,St Leonard died, 
closing a holy useful life in 559. His name is still greatly 
revered in France, and was at one time as much so in Britain. 
The Synod of Winchester, in 1240, ordered his festival day, 
November 5, to be kept as a holy-day by the people by 
attending mass and abstaining from all work except that of 
the plough. 

And if he was reverenced in England, he seems to have been 
equally so in Scotland at an early period. For Robert HL in 
1393 gave the whole revenues of St Leonard's Hospital in the 
town of Lanark to Sir John Dalziel and his son Walter, condi- 
tional, upon their performing certain religious observances to 
preserve the saint's memory; and James L, moreover, granted 
to his Confessor, David Rait, a charter dated at Edinburgh, July 
25, 1427, to ereft a Hospital and dedicate it to St Leonard, near 
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the town of Peebles.* Again, a St Leonard's Hospital, or Hos- 
pice, was in Dunfermline, in Perth, and in other parts of Scotland. 
There was a College dedicated to St Leonard in the city of St 
Andrews? — now, by the way, along with that of St Salvator, 
merged into what is called the United College, and forming the 
Arts' College. It was founded by John Hepburn, Prior of St 
Andrews, in 1512. Alexander Stewart was then Archbishop of 
that city, natural son of James IV., a young man of great pro- 
mise, a pupil of the illustrious Erasmus. Stewart, together with 
his father the king, and the flower of the Scottish nobility, fell 
at Flodden, Sept. 9, 1513, having only enjoyed his archiepiscopal 
sway, with the commendatorship of Holyroodhouse, for the brief 
period of three years.^ Of this foundation the original objeft 

* John S^oXXis'Noo^^s Account of Religious HouseSy cited in Hope*s Minor 
Pra£iicesy Edinburgh, 1734. 

* The inscription on the Seal of this College runs thus, — S, Come, Paupe- 
rum Collegii SanSli Leonardi, 

Quite obviously the first letter indicates, from the period-stop placed after 
it, a contra6led word. That word may be Socius, " a companion," or sociatus^ 
an adie(flive meaning " associated." I incline to prefer the adjedlive. The 
classic term for wl^at we call now a " club" is sodalitctSy and it may be that 
S, stands for sodalitatis^ although this rendering is rather fanciful Come^ 
for the reason stated, is also a contra6lion, and is undoubtedly meant for 
ComeSj " a companion," or for Comesque^ " a companion and." A contraction 
of one letter " s," it may be thought, would hardly have been made, and, 
therefore, " a fellow and companion" may be a legitimate reading, only the 
nouns seem identical in meaning. Sociatus Comes^ " an associated fellow," 
or companion, is, on the whole, the most probable rendering, and the inscrip- 
tion, therefore, will run, — " An associated companion (or as we say in the 
modem * fellow') of the College of the Poor of St Leonard's." (W. G.) 

* History of St Andrews. By Rev. C. J. Lyon, 1838. Mr Lyon was 
an Episcopal Clergyman in St Andrews. 
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was to teach to twenty-four poor students theology and sacred 
music. 

George Buchanan was Praefeftus or Principal of this College 
in 1566, his appointment having been sanftioned by Queen 
Mary. We may observe in passing, that in return for many 
kindnesses Buchanan afted towards the queen with blackest 
ingratitude; publishing, for instance, his scurrilous and malig- 
nant DeteSlion, with a view to the elevation of Mary's natural 
brother, afterwards the Regent Murray, to the throne. It was 
in reference to the union of the two Colleges, already mentioned, 
and the division of the revenue between them and St Mary's, 
the Theological College, that Dr Johnson, when here in 1773, 
remarked that " when commerce was increasing learning should 
not be decreasing." 

Further, there was a St Leonard's in the parish of Lasswade 
in the neighbourhood of Roslin ; its records, however, have long 
ago perished. The St Leonard's that more especially claims 
notice here was situated on the Borough Moor, on the east side 
of the road to Dalkeith and Musselburgh. 

Thus much of the patron saint, and of the hill and ground 
around St Leonard's. Let us now state what can be gathered 
in regard to the good Abbot who founded the Chapel and Hos- 
pital. Robert Dean Bellenden, for sixteen years Abbot of Holy- 
roodhouse, founded it for six poor and infirm old men. The 
charter of its foundation was confirmed by James IV. on January 
1 5, 1493. The abbot built likewise another chapel in North Leith, 
and dedicated it to St Ninian, with a bridge over the river,^ and 

* This bridge was taken down in 1 789 to make way for the upper draw- 
bridge. 
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sundry other buildings. This chapel was endowed with the 
rents and toll dues of the fridge. He also erefted a bridge 
over the river Clyde; both bridges on property which be- 
longed to^ Holyroodhouse. He rebuilt, repaired, . and covered 
with lead, the greater part of Holyroodhouse. Abbot Bellen- 
den was a relation of the Archdeacon of that name, celebrated 
for his Translation of the History of Scotland, written in Latin 
by Heftor Boece. As to the date of his abbotcy, we know 
that he sustained the office of abbot in 1498, and that he was 
one of the Commissioners, in i486, for settling a truce with 
England.^ His great house, or lodging, with the yard lying 
beside the park of Holyroodhouse on the north side of the street,* 
is now supplanted by a modern building. The garden has been 
described as "the north garden of the Palace," and now, or 
recently, used as a physic garden for the use of students of 
Botany. Bellenden left the Abbey of Holyroodhouse, owing to 
a misunderstanding with some of the other ecclesiastics, and 
died a chartered monk, but where, or in what year, I have not 
discovered. 

According to the account given by his relation, the Arch- 
deacon already adverted to, Bellenden was a man of large 
benevolence, and "dealt ilka week four bowies (bolls) and 
forty shillings (Scotch) of silver amongst poor householders 
and indigent people ; he brought the great bells, the great 
brazen font twenty-four capes of gold and silk; he made 
a chalice of fine gold, a eucharist with sundry chalices of 

1 Tytler's Hist of Scotland, Vol. IV. 

• Charter 1494, quoted in A Perfeil Inventory of Pious Donations, by 
Robert Milne, M.A., (Advocates' Library). 
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silver; he likewise covered the Church of Holy Cross with 
lead."i 

The history of the brazen font given to the Church of Holy- 
roodhouse by Abbot Bellenden is somewhat curious. The 
English destroyed the Church and Palace of Holyroodhouse by 
fire, about the middle of the sixteenth century, under their 
general, Sir Richard Lee, who carried away the font, and pre- 
sented it to the Church of St Albans, in Herefordshire, with the 
following inscription on it : — 

" When Leith, a town of good account in Scotland, and Edin- 
burgh, the principal city of that nation, were on fire. Sir Richard 
Lee, Knight, saved me out of the flames and brought me into 
England. In gratitude to him for his kindness, I, who hitherto 
served only at the baptism of the children of kings, do now most 
willingly offer the same service even to the meanest of the 
English nation. Lee the conqueror hath so commanded. Adieu. 
A.D. 1543, in the thirty-sixth year of Henry VIII." 

The font was a second time doomed to rude removal in the 
Civil War during the reign of the unfortunate Charles I. It 
was afterwards converted into money, and thus dispersed through 
the world. The Lee in question must have been one of the 
Earl of Hereford's generals, for the Church and Abbey of Holy- 
roodhouse are included amongst the ecclesiastical houses he 
destroyed by fire. His own words are : — " Also we burnt the 
Abbey called Holyroodhouse, and the Palace adjoining to the 
same."^ Hereford also burnt down the Monastery of Melrose, 



^ Le£lures on the Antiquities of Edinburgh^ by a Member of the Holy 
Guild of St Joseph, Ediji. 1846. 
' David Laing, Esq., Antiquarian Proceedings^ Vol. I., 1854. 
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and many other religious establishments, durimg his invasion of 
Scotland in 1544-5. 

I here give a free translation of the Original Charter of Con- 
firmation of the Chapel and Hospital of St Leonard's. The 
original, of course, is in the Latin tongue ; it is contained amongst 
the charters of Holyroodhouse, in a volume printed for the 
members of the Bannatyne Club in 1840, at the expense of the 
Earl of Ellesmere, and edited by Mr Cosmo Innes, entitled, 
Liber Cartarum SanSli Crucis, It has been Englished for the 
present publication, by Mr John Caven, Teacher in Edinburgh. 

Confirmatiim^ np&n paper^ of the Mortification of the Abbot of 
Holy Cross, made for the Poor in the Chapel of St Leonard's, 

James, by the Grace of God, King of Scots, to all good men, 
clerical and secular, of his kingdom — health. Know ye, that a 
certain paper of foundation, donation, and concession made by 
the Venerable Father in Christ Robert Bellanetyn, Abbot of 
our Monastery of Holy Cross, near Edinburgh, with the unani- 
mous consent and assent of the Religious of the Convent assem- 
bled together in Chapter, and with the consent and assent of the 
most Reverend Father in Christ, and our beloved Councillor 
Willelm, Archbishop of St Andrews, Primate of all our King- 
dom, and bom Legate, and their ordinary under the common 
capitular seal of their Abbot and Convent, and under the com- 
mon capitular seal of the said Most Reverend Father, (to the 
glory and honour of Almighty God, and of the most glorious 
Virgin Mary, and of St Leonard, Confessor, and of all the Saints) 
(for the salvation of souls specified in the said charter), for poor 
and infirm old men making a residence in the Alms House 
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founded to the southern part of the aforesaid Chapel of St 
Leonard's, near Edinburgh, concerning and regarding their beds, 
bedding, coverlids, and pillows, and respecting fourteen shillings 
(Scots) to be given to them weekly, and concerning two crofts 
of land, and twenty pennies (shillings — Scots) of yearly income, 
with the appurtenances clearly specified below, also given and 
bestowed upon them in simple and perpetual alms^ as well as 
regarding a certain large mansion or^ edifice above and below, 
with gardens of the same and appurtenances, and thirty-three 
shillings and four pennies (Scots) of annual income to be raised 
annually from other land (as appears below), to be given to 
a certain Chaplain and his successors, celebrating and here- 
after to celebrate in perpetuity the divine mysteries in the afore- 
said Chapel of St Leonard's, — has, by our command, been seen, 
read, inspefted, and diligently examined, and found whole and 
entire, unerased, and uncancelled, and unsuspefted in any part, 
according to the following form : — To all who may see or hear 
this charter. Robert Bellanetyn, by the divine permission. 
Abbot of the Monastery of Holy Cross of Edinburgh, and of the 
Convent of the Order of Saint Augustine, in the same place, in 
the diocese of St Andrew— eternal benedi<Slion in the Lord. As 
it is the duty of all ecclesiastical, and especially of all religious 
men to watch over houses established especially for virtuous, 
pious, and meritorious ends, and since the Alms House anciently 
founded on the south side of the Chapel of St Leonard's, Con- 
fessor, near the buigh of Edinburgh, and within our territory and 
barony of Brouchlone for the support of six poor and infirm old 
men, with beds and suitable bedding, has in the lapse of time, 
through wars and other inconveniences, become ruined, delapi- 
dated, and unhabitable, and unapplicable to the pious use to 
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which it was adapted by our predecessors from time immemorial, 
we intend, under the guidance of God, to repair the said Chapel 
and its Alms House in its buildings and other appertinents, and 
in a manner to restore it to its former state, and to place therein 
six poor, old, and infirm men, whom at the date of these presents 
we have named, and placed in the said Alms House, and to each 
of whom we have settled and assigned, one wooden bed with its 
pillows and coverings suited for it. On which account you will 
know that, by unanimous consent and assent, assembled in 
chapter, and moved by the zeal of devotion, piety, and charity, 
also with and by the consent and assent of the most reverend 
Father in Christ, our Master Willelm, by the divine mercy 
Archbishop of St Andrews, born Legate, and Primate of the 
whole kingdom of Scotland, and our ordinary, to the praise and 
honour of Almighty God, of the glorious Virgin Mary, of St 
Leonard, Confessor, and of all the Saints, as well as for the sal- 
vation of souls, commemorating the memory of James the Third, 
king of Scots, and of Margaret his wife and queen, and of our 
illustrious Prince and Master, James the Fourth, present King of 
Scots, and of his Brothers, Predecessors, and Successors, as also 
of the Founders of said place ; and for the salvation of our own 
souls — of our Predecessors and Successors, Abbots and Monks 
of our said Monastery, and of all those to whom we are indebted, 
and of all the faithful departed, we have given, conceded, and 
by this our present charter have confirmed, as also by this our 
present charter do give, concede, and confirm to the aforesaid 
poor and infirm old men placed by us in the said Alms House, 
for their support) and their successors to be placed therein in all 
time coming, as follows, — namely, to each one of them one 
wooden bed, two matresses with one coverlid and one bolster, as 
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also weekly, that is to say, in each week in the whole course of 
the year, fourteen shillings Scots of the usual money of the king- 
dom of Scotland, that is to say, four pennies each day to each 
one of them in pure and perpetual alms, to be given and raised 
through our Cellarman out of the most ready fruits and goods 
of our said Monastery, in the same manner, as our said Cellar- 
man, gives, raises, and orders the vi6luals and consumpts of the 
said Monastery for the preparation of the Cook. Moreover, we 
give, concede, and by the tenor of these presents, confirm for 
ever, to the said poor and infirm old men and their successors 
who will be in our said Alms House, two crofts with their per- 
tinents, — one, namely, commonly called the Terraris croft, and 
the other the Hunts croft, lying in our territory of St Leonard's, 
near the said Chapel, and on the southern part of the same, and 
on the eastern part crossed by the common path leading to the 
common moor of the burgh of Edinburgh, together with whole 
and entire, that our annual return of twenty pennies (shillings) 
of the usual money of Scotland, to be raised and collefted annu- 
ally at the two usual terms of the year, namely, at the Feast of 
Pentecost, and St Martin in winter, by equal portions, which 
return we hold in conquest over all and whole the tenement of 
land, back and front, with its pertinents, of our servant Patrick 
Richardson, lying in our burgh of the street of Canongate, on 
the southern part of the King's highway of the same, between 
the land of Ingeram Wyld on the eastern and other part, for the 
supply of the kitchen, and of other necessaries of the said six 
poor and infirm old men. Moreover, for the increase of the 
divine worship in the said Chapel of St Leonard's, and in the 
Alms House, we have ordained and placed, as by the tenor of 
this our our present charter, we ordain and place therein one 
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proper Chaplain to celebrate in perpetuity the diinine mysteries. 
To which Chaplain celebrating, and for ever to celebrate the 
sacred mysteries in the under mentioned Chapel, and to his suc- 
cessors, we have given, granted, and confirmed, as by the tenor 
of this our present charter, we give, grant, and confirm for ever, 
all and whole that large mansion, land, or edifice belonging to 
us, above and below, with the gardens and pertinents of the 
same, lying near the gate of our aforesaid monastery, on the 
north side of the ICing's way of our burgh of the street of Can- 
nongate above mentioned, and at the eastern end of the same 
burgh, as it extends in length and breadth, and also all and 
whole that our yearly return of thirty-three shillings and four 
pennies (Scots) of money prescribed, which we hold by conquest, 
to be raised yearly at the aforesaid terms, and by equal portions 
from all and whole the land of Thomas Earson, back and front, 
with its pertinents, lying in our said burgh of the street of Can- 
nongate, on the south side of the King's highway of the same, 
between the land of the said John Layng, on the eastern part 
on one side, and the land of Thomas Gilmor, on the eastern 
part, on the other. That the fourteen shillings Scots aforesaid, 
weekly, in every year for the future, together with the aforesaid 
two crofts, and the annual return of twenty shillings Scots above 
mentioned, are to be held and kept for the aforesaid six poor and 
infirm old men, and their successors, residing in the said Alms 
House, over and above all and whole the said large mansion, 
land, or edifice, above and below, with the gardens of the same 
and its pertinents, together with the said annual return of thirty- 
three shillings, and four pennies Scots, from the land of the said 
Thomas Carsen, and its pertinents, to the said Chaplain and his 
Chaplain successors, in the said Chapel of St Leonard's, cele- 
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brating and. for ever to celebrate the divine mysteries for the 
souls of all the aforesaid, in pure and perpetual alms> as the said 
crofts of land, mansion, and gardens extend in length and breadth^ 
according to their ancient and first measurement, divided into 
houses, edifices, moors, marshes, wood, stone, and lime, with free 
ingress and egress, and with all and singly its liberties, conveni- 
ences, and just pertinents whatsoever, those named as well as 
those not named, afar off or near, belonging to those crofts, lands, 
mansion, gardens, and annual return, with" the pertinents belong- 
ing, or possible, in time coming, justly to belong in any way to 
them, and this freely, justly, wholly, entirely, honourably well, and 
in peace in all things and through all things, as ever3nvhere within 
the kingdom of Scotland an alms of land or of annual income to 
any alms house, and chaplain for ever, is given or conceded by 
any one freely, or is able to be given or conceded in whatsoever 
manner in future, and this without reservation, revocation, or 
contradiction whatsoever. We wish withal and ordain that the 
said six poor and infirm old men shall be obliged, and each of 
them obliged every day to say and recite in honour of Almighty 
God, and of the wounds of Jesus Christ, in a private manner, 
every day before mid-day, for the souls of all the aforesaid, fifteen 
Our Fathers, with as many Ave Marias, and three I believe in God 
the Father, besides in honour, of the glorious Virgin Mary, the 
Rosary of the same, namely, fifty Ave Marias, with five Our 
Fathers and one Creed every day before noon, once, in the same 
way, the same thing once after mid-day, together with the other 
private prayers, according to the dictates of their consciences. 
Also, we wish and ordain that the donation and presentation to 
the chaplaincy of said chapel, and the placing of the said six 
poor and infirm old men in the said Alms House and Chapel 
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may belong as often as it shall become vacant to us and to our 
successors, and that the presentation and collocation of the said 
Chaplain who, for the time being, may be in said Chapel, shall 
belong and appertain in full right to the aforesaid Archbishop of 
St Andrews and his successors. And if we or our successors 
should for eight days after the vacancy of said chaplaincy in 
said Chapel, or after the death of any of the said six poor old 
men, negleft to present or place another or others in his place, 
after the said eight days having elapsed, the offering, presenta- 
tion, collocation, and placing of the said chaplain, and the plac- 
ing of the said aged poor in the Chapel and Alms House afore- 
said, shall in these circumstances only devolve and belong to 
the said Lord Archbishop of St Andrews and his successors, for 
thie time being, so however, that neither we nor our successors, 
nor the said Lord Archbishop or his successors, shall detain or 
presume to convert to our own or their use the foresaid alms of 
fourteen pennies weekly, the crofts, mansion, edifice, lands, gar- 
dens, or yearly income above specified, or any part of them, but 
that they may wholly be preserved for the support of the said 
six poor and infirm old men, and of the Chaplain of said Chapel 
for the time being, as has been said above. And it is our will 
that the said six poor and infirm old men of the said Alms 
House, and likewise the Chaplain of said Chapel, who may be for 
the time being, may have the right and power over said lands of 
Patrick Richardson and Thomas Carsen, with their pertinents, 
from which the said annual returns are due, and in defeft of 
non-payment of the same in form and effeft of law, may pursue 
and destrain for the foresaid annual returns as often as it may 
seem to them right, and that the said poor and old men shall be 
compelled to continual residence within the said Alms House 
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and Chapel ; and that neither they nor the Chaplain of said 
Chapel, for the time being, shall have the power to substitute 
other or others in their place in the same, but shall be obliged 
personally by themselves to celebrate and say the divine 
mysteries and prayers in the aforesaid Chapel and Alms House. 
The said Chaplain shall, for the time being, likewise be bound, 
when in health, to celebrate Mass daily within the said Chapel. 
And if he shall prove negligent, and not celebrate Mass for the 
space of fifteen days, when strong and healthy, immediately the 
said chaplaincy shall become vacant, and another Chaplain shall 
be appointed, as prescribed above. And if the Chaplain, for the 
time being, shall keep a concubine, on its being known, his 
chaplaincy aforesaid shall be vacated. And if it should happen 
that the Chaplain should be promoted to any other richer bene- 
fice, or to any other cure whatsoever, we wish that, immediately 
after the chaplaincy shall be declared vacant, and that another 
Chaplain shall be appointed to the same in manner aforesaid, 
who shall be bound to perform the divine offices as specified 
above. And we wish that the said Chaplain, and his .successors, 
for the time being, shall be bound at the beginning of his Mass, 
to exhort the people to say one Our Father, and Hail Mary for 
the Founders, and the souls of those mentioned above. The 
said Chaplain will likewise be bound, once every week, namely, 
on the sixth day, either by himself or with a companion, to recite 
in a private way the Placebo and Dirige, with the Nine Lessons^ 
for the souls of all the aforesaid, and when he is in health. 



^ The " Placebo^ Dirige, and nine Lessons" here mentioned, refer to the 
Office for the Dead, as in use at the present day in the Roman Catholic 
Church. Placebo being the first word of said office. 

B 
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namely, on every Monday, he will say a Mass of Requiem for 
the Dead, unless a double feast, or Nine Lessons, or a legitimate 
impediment hinders. And the said Chaplain shall likewise be 
bound every year, on the day of our death. Abbot as aforesaid, 
to say the Placebo and Dirige, and celebrate in a private manner 
a Mass of Requiem on the day after. And at the end of his 
Mass, after the gospel, — " In the beginning was the word," &c., 
he will recite the psalm, — " Out of the depths," and while sprink- 
ling the Blessed Water, will repeat the Versicle, — " Sprinkle me, 
O Lord, with hyssop," &c. Moreover, we wish and ordain that 
one fitting and faithful Questor or Procurator shall be elefted by 
us and our successors. Abbots and superiors of our said Mon- 
astery, to procure bequests and receive all and single the obla- 
tions of the said Chapel of St Leonard's, and that he shall 
guard and preserve the same firmly and faithfully under his oath 
for the use and benefit of said Chapel ; and that the said offer- 
ings, in times coming, shall be faithfully spent and expended in 
the repair and support of said Chapel, and of the lights and 
ornaments of the same, namely, of Book, Chalice, and Vestments 
and other necessaries, and of the aforesaid six poor and infirm 
old men, and of their beds, bedding, and other necessaries. And 
the said fourteen pennies to be given weekly every year for the 
future, together with the aforesaid two crofts, and yearly return 
of twenty pennies (shillings Scots) to the said six infirm and poor 
old men residing in the said Alms House, and their successors ; 
also all and whole the aforesaid large mansion land, or edifice, 
above and below, with the gardens of the same and its pertinents 
to the said Chaplain, and his successors, in the said Chapel of St* 
Leonard's, celebrating and to celebrate in perpetuity, the sacred 
mysteries for the souls of all the aforesaid. We, the said Abbot 
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and our successors, freely and justly, in and through all things, 
in form and effeft as set forth above, do warrant, justify, and 
defend for ever against all men. In witness whereof, the common 
seal of the chapter of the said most reverend Father in Christ, 
in token of his consent and assent to the foregoing, ratifying and 
approving the aforesaid donation and concession, and for himself 
and his successors. Archbishops of St Andrews, our ordinaries, 
admitting and confirming the same for ever. At our Monastery 
aforesaid, the eighteenth day of the month of July, in the year of 
our Lord 1493, before these witnesses, viz., — Master Richard 
Lawson,! Justiciary Clerk of our Sovereign Lord the King; 
Mathew Forester, of Barnetoane ; Henry Napier ; John Inglis, of 
Langland Hill ; George Kinked, our Bailiff; John Halcarstoun ; 
John Creightoune ; Gilbert Forrester; Patrick Bellanetyn ; John 
Crawford ; and James Yong, Notary Public, with various others. 
Which Charter, and foundation, donations, concessions, orders, 
statutes, rules, and observances, and whatever else is therein 
contained, wholly and singly, in all their points and articles, con- 
ditions, and modes, and circumstances whatsoever, in form and 
in effeft, in all and whole, we approve, ratify, and for us and our 
successors, confirm for ever, as above set forth. Saving to our- 
selves, and our successors, the suffrages of the devout prayers of 
the aforesaid poor, and of the Chaplain, and of their successors, 
for ever. In witness whereof, we have ordered our great seal to 
be affixed to the present Charter of Mortgage and Confirmation. 
Before these witnesses, Willelm, Archbishop aforesaid ; Robert, 
Archbishop of Glasgow; our beloved relatives, Archibald Earl 
of Angus ; Lord Douglas, our Chancellor ; Patrick, Earl of 

* Lady Lawson^s IVynd derives its name from this Justiciary Clerk's Lady. 
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Bothwell; Lord Halys, High Admiral of our Kingdom, and 
Guardian of the southern and middle marches of the same 
towards England ; Alexander, Lord Hume, our High Admiral ; 
Robert Lord Lile, John Lord Glamys, our Justiciaries ; Andrew 
Lord Gray, Master of our Household; the Venerable Fathers 
in Christ — Henry, Abbot of Cambus Kynith, our Treasurer; 
James, Abbot of Scone ; and our beloved clerks. Masters Richard 
Murhede, Deacon in Glasgow, our Secretary, and John Fasale, 
Deacon of Lestalrig, Registrars and Councils in our Ecclesiastical 
Courts. At Edinburgh, the fifth day of the month of January, 
in the year of our Lord 1493, and of our reign the sixth. 

The Archbishops named in the charter are: — first, William 
Shevez ; he succeeded to the See of St Andrews in the year 1478, 
during the reign of James HI., and kept it until his death in 1496. 
He received his education at Louvain, and studied philosophy 
under -Sepronicus, who was famous as an astrologer after the 
fashion of those times. Shevez attended the first Parliament of 
James IV., held at Edinburgh in Oftober 1488, upon the suc- 
cession of that monarch to the crown. The second was Robert 
Blacader, son of Sir Patrick Blacader of Tulliallan ; he was in 
great favour at the court of Rome, and was frequently employed 
in public negotiations with the English, and that more parti- 
cularly in the year 1505, with the Earl of Bothwell and Andrew 
Foreman of Pittenweem. He arranged the marriage between 
James IV. and Margaret, eldest daughter of Henry VII. of Eng- 
land, which eventually led to the union of the two kingdoms.^ 

* In the person of James VI. of Scotland and I. of England, only son of 
Queen Mary. 
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Blacader died while on a journey to the Holy Land in 1508. 
In the Parliament held at Edinburgh in 1493, James IV. seems 
to have been jealous of the power of the Clergy, some impor- 
tant laws having been passed interfering with James's eccle- 
siastical privileges regarding the disposal of Church benefices, 
and to have determined to resist any unreasonable interference 
or encroachment by the court of Rome. This, no doubt, refers 
to Pope Alexander III., as that pontiff erefted Glasgow into 
an Archbishoprick out of the See of St Andrews, in favour of 
Robert Blacader, which greatly diminished Archbishop William's 
patronage, and he ordered all litigants at Rome to return to 
Scotland, where the king would see justice impartially adminis- 
terejJ. During this Parliament it was that Robert Bellenden, 
Abbot of Holyroodhouse, obtained his charter for his Chapel 
and Hospital of St Leonard's, which charter would in all proba- 
bility be revised by Patrick Painter,^ Abbot of Cambuskenneth, 
Secretary to King James IV., the most learned Latin scholar of 
his day. It must be admitted that there are many elegant sen- 
tences in the charter ; but Abbot Bellenden was a man for works 
of charity rather than for words. It was about this time that 
King James founded the Provestrie of Lestalrig (or Restalrig), 
in the neighbourhood of Holyroodhouse ; and John Fasale was 
then Deacon of Lestalrig, and one of the witnesses to the charter. 
Most of the other great names may be seen, and their deeds in 
the Scottish history of their age. 

With regard to the different properties belonging to the Cha- 
pel and Hospital mentioned in the charter, not much can be 

* Painter was afterwards Charge d' Affaires at the French Court, and there 
died in 15 19. 
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ascertained at this distance of time. But little remains to gfuide 
us. The Barony of Brouchlone seems to be the ground about 
St Leonard's ; but no part is now known under that name. The 
same may be affirmed of the two crofts of land Hunts and Ter- 
raus in the territory of St Leonard's. St Leonard's at one time 
extended to the Borough Loch on the west, and to the City 
Wall on the north, how far on the south it is difficult to deter- 
mine. The tenements in the Canongate for the support of the 
Hospital-kitchen were long ago destroyed ; most of the buildings 
in that locality belonging to the Catholics suffering fearful havoc 
at the Reformation. The large mansion for the maintenance of 
the Chaplain, near the gate of the Monastery, is, no doubt, whole 
or part of Bellenden's own house and garden, now forming part 
of the ground around Holyroodhouse. The offerings at the 
Chapel seem to have been applied to the just purpose of keeping 
that edifice and the Hospital in proper repair. The benefaftors 
to this charity, Patrick Richardson and Thomas Carson, are 
names now known only in the charter; so entirely has time 
obliterated every trace of them and of their good deeds, the 
memory of which it was the manifest duty of all good and just 
magistrates faithfully and lovingly to preserve. 

Another subjefl in the charter claims passing notice, to wit, 
that of Concubinage.^ Concubines, or wives of lower rank, as 
they were designated, would seem to have been reputable during 
the early period of the Hebrew Monarchy.^ From the Hebrews 



* Principal Lee's Ledures on the History of the Church of Scotland, 
Edinburgh, i860. 

* History of the Hebrew Monarchy. By Professor F. W. Newman. Page 
19, 8vo, edit. 
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the praftice may have descended to the Romish Church ; which 
church enjoins a formal celibacy on her clergy.^ In this wise is 
the man lost in the Priest ! Sacerdotal religions are ever much 
the same, whether in concept or in development. Like our 
modern Presbyterians the Romanists held Councils, choosing a 
Conservator (or Moderator) thereof. At one of these assemblies 
held at Perth in 1269, the twenty-third Canon was in respeft of 
Concubines; a word which, in the judgment of Lord Hailes, is 
not used in the vulgar sense of the word in the present day. He 
interprets the Canon in question as a discouragement or dissua- 
sive from matrimony, to which the northern Clergy were especi- 
ally prone. The Canon provides that beneficed persons shall 
not purchase lands or other lay possessions for their concubines 
or children, that they shall not furnish them with money for such 
purchases, nor bequeath to them any property. 

The introduftion of this matter, therefore, into the charter by 
Abbot Bellenden was altogether in accordance with the rule of 
the Catholic Church, and is in nowise to be regarded as a novelty, 
and still less that the good Abbot might appear to have attained 
any superior sanftity to that of his brethren of mankind. Pre- 
tensions to superior holiness, in truth, do not appear either in 
Scotland or elsewhere to have been common in that day, what- 
ever they may be now.^ 

* For the working of Celibacy in the early Church, consult I. Taylor's 
Ancient Christianity, 

* Possibly the right or wrong of Concubinage may depend much on this, — 
whether Marriage be regarded as a Civil Contra6l or as a Divine Institution. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Particulars of excavations in St Leonard's. — Cross at St Leonard's. — Family 
of Umfraville. — Borough Moor. — Conspiracy of the Douglases in the 
Chapel of St Leonard's.— General Leslie. — Robert Aumuchty. — Mushet's 
Cairn. — Reforming Mobs and the destrudlion of the Chapel. — St Tho- 
mas's Hospital. 

THE following remarks apply to excavations for building 
purposes that were carried on in the ground of St Leon- 
ard's -Hill when the ruins of the Chapel and Hospital came to be 
discovered in the latter half of the year 1854 and the spring of 
1855. 

The accompanying sketch will give a better notion of the 
ruins brought to light than could be gathered from any written 
description. The drawing is as correft as it was possible for me 
to make it under all the circumstances. 

The Chapel stood east and west, and consisted of a chancel 
and nave. They were nearly 70 feet in length and 20 feet broad 
Inside, the chancel was about 20 feet, the nave 50 feet. The 
walls were three feet thick ; they were built of regular blocks of 
sandstone about 15 inches by 12 ; the sandstone of a red colour. 
The walls would be about tjvo and in some places three feet 
high ; and were in a very solid condition. There were the bases 
of two pillars, one on each side of the building, about 20 feet 
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inside, which I suppose formed the chancel, and which would in 
all probability support an arch serving to divide the nave from 
the chancel. These projefted into the building 2 feet 6 inches, 
and were 3 feet over. They were ^^ chamfered'' at the edges 
about 2 inches broad ; two bat holes were in each pillar, as if it 
had supported a screen to separate the chancel from the nave. 
The door was in the south side of the nave, 7 feet 6 inches from 
the base of the south pillar. The doorway was 2 feet 2 inches 
wide ; and from the grooves in the stones seems to have opened 
to the outside. There was no appearance of windows ; no doubt, 
however, one would be in the chancel, looking east to receive the 
morning sun.^ The pavement in the chancel was almost entire ; 
consisting in its original state of square blocks of red sandstone 
somewhat like those of the building but larger. The stones are 
not from any neighbouring place with which I am acquainted. 
It is possible they were from Lochend, as a large proportion of 
the edifices in Edinburgh and Canongate were constru6led out 
of that quarry. 

The excavations on the hill-top commenced from north to 
south ; so that the north wall of the Chapel was first demolished, 
and the inside of the Chapel removed before the south wall was 
taken away. It was in the chancel that two stone coffins were 
discovered ; one hewn out of a single block of sandstone with a 
cavity for the head. The skull was entire within it when found, 
but broke into pieces upon removal by the workmen. The other 



* There still survives in certain quarters the pradlice of turning to the 
east, as in the Creed, So Wheatley On the Common Prayer^ who, curiously 
enough, connedls this ancient custom with reverence for Christ " the Sun of 
Righteousness/' The east was quite important. 
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coffin was built with top of slabs and the lower sides of red 
sandstone. Both were destroyed and thrown aside for building 
purposes. A noteworthy instance of. a short-sighted utilitarian- 
ism ! The whole coffin was not of the sandstone of the neigh- 
bourhood, but of much softer material, resembling that found 
about Gilmerton. Many other skeletons were found in the 
chancel ; and very unceremoniously were they disinterred. One, 
very entire, was apparently a small skeleton found neaf to the 
south pillar in the chancel, — as if placed there for some purpose 
not now, however, to be discovered. In the nave there were 
many human remains; some of the skeletons lay with their 
heads together, diverging from the centre not unlike the spokes 
of a wheel. On exposure to the influence of the atmosphere 
they soon fell to pieces. Some decayed not so speedily, and 
were probably not so old : the teeth in fig. i. 

the skulls were, for the most part, in a 
very perfefl state. 

Outside the Chapel buildings were 
found two incised slabs or stone crosses ; 
a style of monument belonging to a far 
remote age. These were in use among 
the Romans and the cognate peoples at 
the commencement of the Christian era, 
and were for many centuries in use 
throughout Christendom. They may be 
seen in different churches and church- 
yards in Scotland in which the Mob 
allowed tombstones to remain. Fig. i. 
was found near door of the Chapel ; it 
has a wheel-cross on both sides. It may _^ 
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have been the dedication cross ^ of this religious house, which 
may be seen in some churches to this day, in Holyroodhouse, 
Linlithgow, Stirling, Roslin, and Elgin Cathedral for example ; 
or it may have been designed as commemorative of some chap- 
lain. Such commemorative decora- ^^^ 
tions were always placed near the 
door by which the officiating priest 
entered. FiG. 2. is an ornamental 
cross, not so much a slab as the first. 
On the centre is an ornamental cross ^ 
with a stalk, — ^the Cross of Glory. On 
the right side are the shears, an em- 
blem common in lona and in many 
of our older cemeteries. This may 
have covered the grave of a knight*s 
lady, as symbolic of industry; may 
have been the emblematic device of 
the handicraft of him who lay below. 
There were not on either of the stones 
date, inscription, or carving. The 
stones were of red sandstone, like 
that of the Chapel, and were 
slightly damaged on one side, as 
represented in the cuts. 

Of some other fragments of stone nothing could be got at 



^ Notes on Ecclesiastical Architeflure^ by Thos. S. Muir, Esq., of Leith, 
1855. 

^ Notice of Incised Slates^ by Geo. Seton, Esq., in Antiquarian Transac- 
tions, Vol. IV., 1857. 
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with any degfree of certainty. The carving had been defaced 
in such a manner as that conjefture were needless or futile: 
they presented the appearance of having formed part of the 
building. 

Near the east end of the Chapel ground was found the base of 
a cross, with a cavity cut into it for the shaft of a cross. It is 
represented in FiG. 3. It evinced, I thought, great mechanical 
ingenuity ; the round hole went quite through the stone ; nearly 
half of the oblong cavity is broader than the other half, so that 
the shaft of the cross infixed could not be easily shaken or moved 
from its socket. It measured three feet each way from the centre, 
and was somewhat round on the top. It also was of red sand- 
stone. Dr D. Wilson, in his Memorials of Edinburghy states that 
it was demolished about 18 10; and, being of whinstone, was 
used as road metal. It remained, however, till the spring of the 
year 1855, when finally it was broken up and built into the 
garden wall. 

The whole of the ground around the Chapel abounded in 
human remains. The skeletons of young and old lay mingled 
together, partakers of the "common lot." The removal was 
effefted in no pleasant manner. I spare details. The greater 
part of the bodies seem to have received Christian burial ; some, 
however, seem to have been buried very indiscriminately — ^which 
may perhaps be in some measure accounted for by supposing 
them to be the remains of criminals, the Gibbet Loan, the place 
of public execution, being in the vicinity. 

Arnot {Hist, Edin), says, " a part of the hill belongs to the 
Quakers, and is used by them as a burial ground; in another 
part of it, children who have died without receiving baptism, and 
men who have fallen by their own hands used to be interred." 
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To verify in this instance what Amot says 
of the Quakers, was not of course possible ; 
but one skull I noticed having a hole in 
the Os FrontiSy as if a ball had consigned 
the owner to the burying ground of St 
Leonard's. Again, it may have been one 
used, as was common at that time, by the 
Chaplains for holding a crucifix. Other 
skulls found here, had been in a diseased 
state before death. There was one skeleton 
on the south west side of the ground, en- 
closed in a oak. and fir-wood^ coffin in a 
fair state of preservation, and the skeleton was quite entire. 
The coffin was nailed together 




A 
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with large nails; the heads of 

which were about one inch 

round, and were planted in ^ ^ _ 

lozenge shape, the wood being ^^ ^ v^ ""n, / \ /^ 

riveted together with them. 

The grave was in the dry 

shelving rock and shale, and had not much soil above it I have 

often thought it might be that of the good Abbot. If any plate 

were on this coffin the workmen would not give it up; and 

nothing further was discoverable. 

Of minor antiquities or relics were found some coarse pottery, 
an elf pipe (as it is called), and a tooth like that of the walrus • 



* I was leaving Arthur's Seat in company with the late Hugh Miller 
when this was exposed. He much noticed it ; and thought the nails had 



been gilt with gold originally. 
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also some silver and copper coins, to wit, a silver, penny of 
David 11. in good preservation, a silver halfpenny of Robert 
III., one copper plack of Queen Mary, and a copper bawbee of 
Charles II. 

Maitland in his history, published in 1753, speaking of St 
Leonard's Chapel, says : " Here is still to be seen the font and 
holy water stone." More than a century having elapsed since 
the time above indicated, I could learn nothing of them : they 
were, no doubt, long ago removed, and are lost for ever. The 
same historian mentions part of a cross : " This cross is said to 
have been erefted in commemoration of one Umfraville, a person 
of distinftion, said to have been killed where the cross stood." 
As many families bore this name, it is impossible to ascertain 
with which of them this man was connefted ; still more the con- 
test which cost him his life. One of this name belonged to a 
great Northumbrian family, and became Earl of Angus by 
marriage with Matilda, a Countess in her own right His name 
appears as a witness to a charter, granted by William the Lion, 
to the Abbey of Holyroodhouse, and in a subsequent charter he 
bestows a cargate of land^ in Kinnaird, on the Abbey of Holy- 
roodhouse. There was .a Sir Robert Umfraville, Vice-Admiral 
of England, who in 1406 invaded Peebles, on a market day, 
doing great damage to the town, destroying or seizing much 
merchandise. This once powerful family, has long since died 
out.* One of the latest descendants* was Mr Wm. Umfraville, 
keeper of St. Nicolas workhouse in Newcastle, who died in great 

*- 

* As much ground as a plough could till in a year and one day was reck- 
oned 100 acres. 

* Nisbefs Heraldry, • Edinburgh Evening Couranf. 
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indigence in 1789. He had the sword of that Sir Robert who 
devastated Peebles. Race and pride of descent are now either 
counted as vanities, or else derided by not a few men of supposed 
political wisdom ; but one may be pardoned in mourning over 
the extinftion of old, generous, and honoured families ; and surely 
pride of race is more amiable, more to be commended, than 
pride of purse. This family acquired their possessions from 
William the Conqueror, when he subdued Northumberland in 
1069, in virtue of their defending the distrift, and of their de- 
stroying wolves. 

According to the Edinburgh Council Register, " near the base 
of a cross in St Leonard's" — ^words which commence a description 
of the Borough Moor ; a princely property given to St Leonard's 
by David I., who founded Holyroodhouse, and of whom James I. 
said, that " he was a sair saint for the crown." 

With regard to the Hospital buildings : not much was to be 
seen of these during the operations in the neighbourhood. What 
did appear, seemed to indicate that the Hospital had been situated 
south of the Chapel ; which is confirmed by the charter; and the 
door on the south side of the Chapel was probably a private 
entrance from the Hospital to the Chapel. No manifest trace 
was to be seen of the masonry of the building ; but certainly the 
ground pertaining to the Chapel and Hospital, lay in the slope 
of the ground betwixt Salisbury Craigs and St Leonard's. And 
just to the east of this establishment the ground may be traced by 
its marks of superior cultivation, by the tracing of walls around 
it, and by the Urtica Dorica, or common nettle, which always 
thrives where old buildings formerly existed. 

In the way of History of St Leonard's Chapel, &c., but little 
can be said. It was to St Leonard's that the great gun, Mons 
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Meg, now in Edinburgh Castle, was sent, after its being brought 
from the siege of Dumbarton Castle, having had a new cradle 
made for its reception in 1498. 

In this Chapel, the Douglases held a traitorous meeting, Feb. 
2, 1528,^ to concert a plan for the assassination of James V. 
The conspirators were Hamilton, Archibald Douglas of Kil- 
spundie, Robert Leslie, and James Douglas of Parkhead. They 
communicated their designs to, and obtained the sanftion of, the 
Earl of Angus, and his brother Sir George Douglas. They were 
to enter Holyrood by a window at the head of the king's bed. 
The plot was discovered ; it cast a deep melancholy over the 
king : the peace of the country was saved. The accomplice who 
pointed out the window just mentioned, was Sir James Hamilton 
of Finart,2 natural brother of the first Earl of Arran, by a daughter 
of Lord Boyd. Hamilton was a favourite of James V; was 
master of works, and the principal architect of that day. He 
became very rich, and had extensive possessions. Some years 
afterwards, he was attainted of treason by his cousin, the SherifT 
of Linlithgow, and died on the scafibld, but no evidence of the 
crime alleged was ever found Guns were placed here by 
General Leslie, after the battle of Dunbar, (which was fought 
Sep. I, 1650), for the protection of his men : Cromwell was then 
at Jock's Lodge, on his way to Edinburgh. Here too, on April 
2, 1600, being the Sabbath-day, Robert Aumuchty, a barber, slew 
James Wauchope, at the combat on St Leonard's hill ; and was 
sent to the Tolbooth of Edinburgh.* Aumuchty feigning sick- 



A6ls of Parliament of Scotland^ Vol. 11. p. 423. 
Lindsay of Pitscottie's History of Scotland^ p. 256. 
Birrers Diary, 
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ness, attempted with the assistance of an apprentice to escape, 
by eating through the bars of the prison window with an acid. 
The apprentice was to wave a handkerchief when the guard left 
the cell; Aumuchty was then to descend from the window. 
The plan was discovered by the guard's observing the signal ; 
and Aumuchty himself expiated his crime on the scaffold. He 
was beheaded at the cross a few days afterwards. The hill was 
the frequent resort of duellists. Sir Walter Scott, in his inimit- 
able Heart of Mid-Lothian, describes the Craig of St Leonard's, 
and the humble mansion of David Deans, with his daughters 
Jeanie and Effie ; and Jeanie leaving the cottage " now in glim- 
mer, now in gloom," on the way to the appointment arranged at 
Nicol Mushet's cairn.' 

In 1556 Queen Mary granted several religious foundations 
within the city and neighbourhood of Edinburgh to the Ma- 
gistrates of the city, for the encouragement of learning and 
the support of the poor. That they were ever applied to either 
of these purposes I have failed to discover. At what time the 
Chapel and Hospital were destroyed is not clear: (possibly 
destroyed by the same wild mob that sacked the Chapel in 
Holyroodhouse, and Niddrie Marshall,^ aided by those whose 
education should have taught them better). No doubt, like 
many similar edifices, they served as a quarry for neighbouring 

* Nicol Mushet, surgeon, belonging to the county of Angus, married one 
Margaret Hill, a woman in humble circumstances. A step which he much 
regretted. After trying all means of ridding her, he one evening took her 
out to the Duke's Walk, east of Holyroodhouse, where he murdered her. 
He confessed his guilt. He was hanged in the Grassmarket, and afterwards 
suspended in chains at the Gallowlee, Leith Walk, A.D. 1720, 

■ Note X. 

C 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



34 History of St Leonard's ^ Edinburgh, 

Presbyterians to repair their walls. In such wise^ many of our 
finest ecclesiastical (and indeed other) struflures have been lost 
for ever to the man of taste, the antiquarian, the student of 
archite6lure, and the devout worshipper.^ How have rude un- 
loving hands levelled the antique pillars, torn off the roof " high 
embowed," turned into blackest darkness that "dim religious 
light 1 " By the A£l of Annexation, 1 587, several indulged places 
were left standing; in the eighth Parliament of James VI.,^ 
however, they were handed over to the Crown,* and appropriated 
in the establishment of a royal troop of horse guards. Generally, 
however, they were disposed of to some favourite lord in the 
vicinity ; or else elevating the commendator into a lord, if he 
had joined the Reformation ; retaining commonly some portion 
of the property to the Crown. Doubtless the Chapel, Hospital, 
and grounds of St Leonard's, were parcelled out after this kingly 
fashion. 

Some time after this, James VI. seems to have granted the 
grounds and revenues of St Leonard's Church and Hospital to 
one John Wardlaw. This may be the same Wardlaw to whose 



* Father Alexander Bailie has this: "when as they made stables in 
Holyroodhouse, sheephouses in St Anthony's and St Leonard's Chapels, 
Tolbpoth of St Giles, &c., which this day may be seen, to the great grief and 
sorrow of all good Christians, to the shame and confusion of Edinburgh, 
and to the everlasting damnation of the doers thereof, the seditious minister 
Knox and his complices." Illustrations 2 and 3. 

* A friend suggests the apt quotation : 

" Has aedes sacras pietas construxit avorum, 
Quas successores vastabunt more luporum." 
» Aa 137. 

* Treatise of Church Lands, by W. Forbes, Advocate. Edinburgh 1705. 
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hoMse the body of the Regent Murray was brought when it 
arrived at Leith from Stirling in 1570; or possibly one of the 
Wardlaws of Pitreavie.' In the sixteenth century there were 
many of this name; as John Wardlaw of Ricarton in 1509, 
Walter Wardlaw, who resigned the lands of Priestfield, and 
also the Wardlaws of Warriston. By a cliarter dated Dec. 3 1 
1 591, the lands were next granted by king James to the Ma- 
gistrates and community of Canongate (with appertainments), 
for the use and maintenance of poor lame persons and orphans 
who were to be placed in the hospital to be erefled in the burgh 
of Canongate. This hospital was rebuilt in 161 7, upon the site 
of that founded " for poor folk" by Bishop Brown of Dunkeld, 
under the name of St Thomas's Hospital. This Hospital of St 
Thomas stood a little north of the Watergate, at the foot of 
the Canongate, and not far from the Girth Cross, the original 
boundary of the Abbey Sanfluary.^ 

This Hospital just mentioned, was founded by George Crighton, 
Bishop of Dunkeld (in the reign of James V.), who held that see 
from 1527 to 1543, and who died in 1545. The charter of its 
foundation bears date 1541. The charter contains some curious 
items ; commencing as follows : — 

"George Crighton, by divine mercy, Bishop of Dunkeld,^ out of 
love to God, for the augmentation of his worship, and for the 



* Nisbet's Heraldry ^ Vol. i. p. 200. Wardlaw is, according to He(flor 
Boece, one of the oldest names in Scotland. 

« Maitland, B. .2. p. 154. 

», Alexander Myln, Canon of Dunkeld, who was afterwards Abbot of Cam- 
buskenneth, in his Lives of the Bishops of Dunkeld^ has the following from 
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welfare and prosperity of his Lord, James V., by the grace of 
God, present King of Scotland, his dearest son, James, Prince and 
Steward of Scotland, and Duke of Rothsay, with a great number 
of kings, queens, and royal personages, also for his (the founder's) 
soul, also his father, mother, brethren, sisters, and all relations, 
predecessors, and successors, and all those whom, he has in any 
way offended." 

The following is noteworthy : — 

"Gives and grants, in pure and perpetual Alms, to the honour 
of Almighty God, the most blessed Virgin Mary, his mother, and 
all the Saints, all the Lands of Lochflat,^ which he devised in 
trust to James Gray and John Faw, to celebrate divine service 
at the Altars of Saint Andrew and Saint Kathrine,- within the 
Church of Holyroodhouse." 



Archbishop Spottiswoode's History of the Church and State of Scotland: — 
" George Crighton, a man noble disposed and a great housekeeper, but in 
matters of his calling not very skilled ; in questions of religion, which in his 
time were severely agitated, he loved to have things cannily carried ; but his 
counsels took little place." It was he that said to one of his vicars, whom he 
was persuading to discard his opinions, "That he thanked God he knew 
neither the Old or New Testament, and had prospered well enough all his 
dayes." 

He was succeeded by his nephew, Robert Crighton, Bishop of Dunkeldi 
who held that see at the breaking out of the Reformation, and secured to his 
relatives the lands of Cluny and Louch, which belonged to the see of Dun- 
keld, in favour of Mr Robert Crighton, Lord Advocate, whose son, James 
Crighton, commonly called " The Admirable Crighton," was named in the 
deeds. 

* Lochflat is the lands where are built Arthur Street and neighbourhood, 
part of which is called Dumbiedykes. 
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The charter contains a great many money payments, amongst 
others, — forty shillings (Scots) to the Canons of Holyroodhouse, 
sixteen shillings (Scots) for eight wax candles, ten shillings 
(Scots) for ringing the great bells, and eight pence for ringing 
the small or hand-bell through the town of Edinburgh and Can- 
ongate.i 

Then there follow the regulations of the Hospital, — ^when the 
inmates are to rise in the morning ; how many Paternosters, Ave 
Marias are to be said, and for whom they are to say them ; and 
in their red gowns to walk at all public processions ; to leave 
their gowns to their successors, and not to beg under pain of 
ejeflion. 

This Chapel and Alms House was, March 31, 1617, disposed 
of by the Chaplain and Beadsman to the Magistrates and 
Council of Canongate for a sum of money, with the consent of 
David Crighton,* of Lough ton, the Patron,* and no doubt he 

• One of the great bells is the one in the Chapel of Ease in the Crosscau- 
seway. The burying-ground around this Chapel was consecrated June 25, 
1764, by Bishop Falconer. The porter got one shilling sterling for going for 
a creel full of bones and earth to Restalrig for the ceremony. 

• In all probability the same Crighton of Loughton, whose daughter, Bea- 
trix, was married to John Spottiswoode, Superintendent of the Lothians, whose 
eldest son, John, was raised to the see of Glasgow by the King during his 
journey into England to take possession of the crown. He returned to Scot- 
land to take the Queen into England, so by that time Crighton would have 
drunk of the waters of the Reformation. Archbishop Spottiswoode kept the 
see of Glasgow till 161 5. He wrote a History of Scotland ^SiA died in Eng- 
land in the year 1639, and was buried in Westminster Abbey. The Super- 
intendent's house was Bishop's Land, High Street, Edinburgh, destroyed by 
fire in 18 14. See Keith's Catalogue, 

• Who was one of the two Commissioners for Mid- Lothian that signed the 
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would enrich himself with the revenues of this charitable house 
(as his relatives did at Dunkeld), which he, as Patron, was in 
honour bound to protefl. It was now to be an Hospital for 
the use of the Borough in all time coming. Not long after 
this, January 30, 1634, the Bailies and Council of Canongate 
disposed of the Chapel and Hospital to the .Kirk-Session of 
Canongate, which Parish Church was then in Holyroodhouse 
Church, the present Church not being built till the year 1687 
(from money left by one Thomas Moodie for that purpose in 
the year 1649), and it was by the Borough to be used as a Poor- 
house for the Parish in all time coming. At this time it seems 
to have been undergoing some repairs and alterations : over the 
door was put the following inscription : — 

Help here the Poor as you would God help you. 

July i()th, 1617. 

Over this inscription were the figures of two cripples, an old 
man and woman,^ with the Canongate arms above them, (cer- 
tainly mixing up David I. with no very pleasant piece of sculp- 
ture ; but strange ideas meet in this world, and indeed they did 
so over the doorway of the Canongate Poorhouse). In the year 
1747, its Chapel was converted into a coach-house, the Hospital 
dwindled away, the buildings became the abode of very poor 
people, and the lands and tenements were lost or embezzled ; so 



Confession of Faith in 1638, drawn up by William Ayton, "Mason," who 
finished George Heriot's Hospital. 
^ Arnot's History of Edinburgh, 
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Saint Thomas's and Saint Leonard's Hospitals, and all that 
pertains to them, are only known as things that were, being 
pulled down in the year 1778, and after that, passing into the 
hands of private parties. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Account of St Leonardos since the Reformation. — Bishop Bothwell. — Sir 
Lewis Ballenden. — Change of possessors of land, &c. — Claudero's poem. 
— The South-side. — " Bickering." — Local government — The old and the 
present Town Councils. 

IT may be well succinftly to set down all that is known of the 
lands of St Leonard's since the Reformation of Religion in 
Scotland. These lands belonged to the Monastery of Holy 
Cross or Holyroodhouse, from its foundation by David I. in 
1 128, until it was, along with other religious establishments, 
abolished in 1560. About this time, Lord Robert Stewart,^ a 
natural son of James V. by a daughter of Lord Elphinstone, 
was Commendator of the Abbey of Holyroodhouse, and Adam 
BothwelP was Bishop of Orkney. 

Bothwell was preferred to that bishoprick, on his eleftion by 
the Chapter, by Queen Mary, Oftober 8, 1562; was one of the 
four bishops who embraced the Reformed Faith, and it was he 
who condufled the marriage ceremony between the Queen and 
the Earl of Bothwell. Afterwards he became a judge of the 



* See Note 2. 

' This prelate died August 23, 1593. He was interred in the south aisle 
of the Abbey of Holyroodhouse, where an inscription to his memory may be 
seen. See Note 3. 
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Court of Session, and he became one of the prosecutors of the 
much-injured and unfortunate Queen. This truly crafty and 
unscrupulous Bishop exchanged with Lord Robert Stewart, the 
temporal estates of the bishoprick of Orkney for those of Holy- 
roodhouse. And the transaftion was ratified by a charter under 
the Great Seal, dated September 25, 1569. The Bishop's son, 
John, became eventually Commendator of Holyroodhouse, and 
was admitted to the Scottish Peerage, December 20, 1607, by 
the title of Lord Holyroodhouse — a title now by the way extinft. 
He sold Abbot Balintyne's Chapel of St Ninian's, in Leith, now 
the Parish Church of North Leith. Bishop Adam Bothwell, in 
1587, surrendered the lands to the Crown in favour of Sir Lewis 
Ballenden of Auchinol, Lord Justice Clerk; and by charter, 
Charles I. erefled the whole lands with others into a free Barony 
and Regality to be called the Barony of Broughton. This Sir 
Lewis Ballenden is the same hypocritical man and unjust judge 
who shared in the murder of David Rizzio in the Queen's pres- 
ence, and was accessory to the murder of her husband. King 
Henry.^ 

In the reign of her son, James VI., this man voluntarily offered 
to assassinate Stewart, Earl of Arran, to gratify the Protestant 
Ministers and the banished Lords.^ Yet in his last will he auda- 
ciously expresses his belief that his "Master will meet him with 
joy and comfort, saying, come unto me, thou art one of mine 

* It is related that this Ballenden, Lord Justice Clerk, dealt with one 
Graham to raise the devil ! 

" Graham having raised the devil in Sir Lewis's own yard in the Canon- 
gate he (Sir L.) was by that so terrified that he took sickness and thereby 
died." — Domestic Annals. 

• Consult Tytlcr, Vol. vili. p. 254. 
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ele6l." He promised to the prisoners captured at the battle of 
Langside, and then confined in Blackness Castle, that he would 
procure their liberty from Murray (they got that by another 
channel) if he obtained the estate of Woodhouselee, belonging 
to the Lady of Hamilton of Bothwellhaugh.^ This unhappy 
lady he ejefted but partially clothed on a cold winter night, and 
by morning she was bereft of reason. The prisoners he quite 
forgot ; but he did keep possession of the estate. Application to 
the " Good Regent" was unavailing, and the injured Hamilton 
swore to take Murray's life, which he did at Linlithgow, January 
23, 1569.2 Ballenden was the cause of the Regent's death — be 
he good or evil.* 

Sir William Ballenden, the grandson of Sir Lewis, disposed of 
the Barony of Broughton and. the other lands belonging to it, 
which included the lands of St Leonard's, in the year 1627 to 
Robert Earl of Roxburgh ; but the Earl, after three years pos- 
session, sold them to* Charles I. for 280,000 merks, or ;£" 11,527, 
1 6s. 8d. sterling. The money not being paid, the King recon- 
veyed the property to the Earl in nature of a mortgage. Charles 
I. sometime afterwards sold it to the Magistrates of Edinburgh, 
as Governors of George Heriot's Hospital. In the year 1636, 
the Magistrates retained, by some means, the superiority of the 
Canongate and North Leith to themselves. In the charter by 
Charles I. to them, which is a very long document, there is the 



^ Mackenzie's Life of Mary, Note 4. 

* See Dr Robertson's account, and Sir W. Scott's Cadzow Castle, 

* M*Crie {Life of John Knox) labours hard to give this deed a religious 
aspe<ft. It is a great piece of special pleading in favour of the virtuous Re- 
gent and against the Hamiltons. 
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following : — " Also all that part of the Town-houses and Garden 
in St Leonard's called Dearenouch of Pleasance." Next, "with 
the unanimous assent of the said Robert Earl of Roxburgh, 
Elizabeth Kerr, Lady Broughton, and others, as aforesaid, on the 
one part, and the said Provost, Bailies, Ministers, and Councillors 
of our said Town of Edinburg^h, as Feoffers in trust and Gover- 
nors of Heriot's Hospital, and the said Provost, Bailies, and 
Councillors of our Borough, and community of our Borough on 
the other part, of the dates the 19th and i ith of the months of 
November and December, in the year of our Lord 1639." 

The lands now assumed the name of Heriot's Crofts and St 
Leonard's, which pertained to them till the year 1737, when an 
Aft was passed by the Governors^ in favour of the City of 
Edinburgh for a feu of Heriot's Croft and St Leonard's, that is, 
to themselves. This gave rise to much division of opinion 
amongst them, so a memorial was prepared for the opinion of 
counsel (the City Assessor being one). And amongst other 
objefts set forth, " is to secure the city from being destroyed by 
a village which may be built at their port." 

One of the motives also which induced the city to take this 
feu is, the accommodation of George Watson's Hospital,^ with 
proper ground to build on, so that " Heriot's Hospital will be 
eased of so many boys, whose maintenance and education will 
be equal to the whole feu-duty." The answer to the memorial 



* Dr William Steven's Memoir of George Her tot. 

* March 17, 1740. — That the house intended to have been built on Thom- 
son's Yards was, at the desire of the Governors, agreed to be built on Heriot's 
Crofts, for the reason and cause set forth in the sederunt of the Governors, 
of date November 29, 1736. 
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was favourable for the Town Council, as the security was far 
better than any other; but still, to have some appearance of 
decency in the matter, it was thought proper to advertise for 
written offers to be lodged with the Treasurer. There were 
sundry offers, and one of them by Dean of Guild Thomas Heriot, 
offering £^o for the houses on the crofts, and an annual rent of 
;£^3, 4s. ijd. sterling more than the Town; but the Town pre- 
ferred itself, and so the contrafl was made out in favour of the 
Town Council — Mr Robert Wallace, one of the clerical Gover- 
nors, and Thomas Heriot, Treasurer of Heriot's Hospital, at 
that time Dean of Guild, protesting against the whole trans- 
aftion. 

The Town Council were not long in possession of their bar- 
gain when they commenced to sub-feu the ground. George 
Watson's Governors got what they wanted for their Hospital, 
and Mr Brown, builder, bargained^ for a large share from them 
for a money consideration. About the year 1766 he commenced 
to build George Square, Buccleuch Place, and Buccleuch Street 
on his share of the Town Council's plunder. There still remained 
the ground around St Leonard's to be disposed of; and so, on 
the March i, 1738, a feu right of St Leonard's being exposed 
to public roup, in consequence of an A£l of the Town Council 
of February 15, preceding, was purchased by John Robinson, 
merchant, the highest bidder. The Town Council approved 
of the sale, and ordered a feu contrafl to be extended. The 
ground acquired by the Town Council of Edinburgh from 
Heriot's Hospital, yielded to the Hospital, according to the 

' He paid £\2Q0\ the Town Council regretted the sale, and offered him 
;£i6oo; but he stated his price at ;^2o,ooo! 
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fiars struck in Midlothian for the year i860,, the sum of £^200 
sterling. It is not pleasant to conjefture what benefit might have 
accrued to this Hospital and to the inhabitants of Edinburgh 
had the Town Council been honest guardians of this charity. 
*' Hope's feu," which is on part of St Leonard's, pays three 
shillings and four pence sterling per year to the Hospital for the 
ground whereon are built Clerk Street, Rankeillor Street, and 
Montague Street. 

In reference to certain innovations and excavations once car- 
ried on, and which involved a sad desecration of the relics of the 
dead, Claudero'^ wrote:— 

" Ye tuneful Nine, in strains divine, 
Employ your utmost skill ; ' 
And echoes round, loud, loud rebound 
To sing St Leonard's Hill. 

" The portals great, in princely state, 
Reared by the Gospel shrill. 
Adorn its top and vie Lord Hope, 
Upon St Leonard's Hill. 

" The High Priest there, with art and care, 
Hath purged with gardener's skill. 
And trench'd out bones of Adam's sons 
Reposed in Leonard's Hill, 

" The impious deed inverts his creed, 
And saints with horror fill ; 
No trumpet last, with angel's blast. 
Hath reared St Leonard's Hill. 

* Miscellanies in Prose and Verse, Edin. 1766. See Note 5, ClaudEro. 
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"Graves of the dead thrown up with spade, 
Where long they slept full still, 
And turnips grow, from human pow, 
Upon St Leonard's Hill. 

" The devil sure did them allure. 
And grant them helFs protedlion ; 
Or the/d been curst before they durst 
Begin the resurre<flion.'' 

Claudero's objurations were inoperative. 

The buildings on the south side of the city-wall began to 
assume some importance, and were rapidly increasing. The 
new buildings were for the most part self-contained houses. 
The ground of Lady Nicolson's park began to be feued, forming 
a central avenue for the whole south-side buildings ; and many 
of the elite of the Scottish capital left their abodes in the city 
wynds and closes for the freer and more bracing air of the South- 
em Distri6ls.^ In 1771 so much had the south-side increased in 
wealth, that it became needful to apply to Parliament for a Bill 
for watching, lighting, &c.; and thus was the first Police Bill 
introduced into Scotland. The Bill authorizes the whole bounds 
to be divided into eight distrifts, of which St Leonard's, the 
sixth, is described as extending "from the east end of the 
Crosscauseway southward to the Gibbet Lane, to be called the 
Gibbet Street Distrifl." An ominous appellation it may be sup- 
posed. Each distrifl was to choose five commissioners, trea- 
surer, and clerk. They likewise collefted the land-tax ; which 



^ A fine pidlure of Edinburgh is given in the vigorous and eloquent word- 
ing of Professor Masson in his Recolle£iions of three Cities. Macmillan's 
Magazine^ 1864. 
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for the first time was by the Aft extended to the Southern Dis- 
trifts, in order to relieve the city of some of its burdens. 

The following is a copy of the Minutes of the first Meeting of 
Commissioners chosen under the Aft : — 

" Chapel of Ease, Edinburgh, 
Monday^ June 17, 1771. 

" Sederunt of the Commissioners appointed by the Aft of 
Parliament, entitled an ' Aft for Cleaning, Lighting, and Watch- 
ing the several streets and other passages in the Southside of 
the City of Edinburgh, and for the removing nuisance/ 

''Present 

" The HonbL JOHN Campbell. 

Henry Dundas. {First Viscount Melville. 
House on east side of George Square^ 

The Rev. Mr James Brown. {Minister of 
the Church of Scotland in Edinburgh)) 

Mr John Grant, ( Writer) 

Mr Alx. Scot. {Merchant) 

Mr Arch. Scot. {Bailie^ Brewer, Potterrow) 

Mr Neil M'Viccar. {Lord Provost from 
1802 to 1804. H^ house stood where Lo- 
thian Street is built) 

Mr Brown. {Brother of the Rev. Mr Brown) 

Mr Jas. Baird. ( Writer) 

Mr Thos. Clerk. {Leather-case maker.Bristo) 

Mr David Smith. {Baker, Potterrow) 

Mr RoBT. Forester. {Treasurer, Bank of 
Scotland) 
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Dr MUNRO. {Professor of Anatomy in the 
University of Edinburgh) 

Mr Thos. Cockburn. {Clerk to His Majes- 
ty's Signet) ' 

Mr Davie. {Chemist^ Nicolson Street : Davie 
Street was built on his ground) 

Mr A. Palmer. {Cabinet-maker^ Chapel Street, 
He built ' Palmer's Buildings', West Nicol- 
son Street) 

Mr John Manual. {Painter, East Crosscau-^ 
seway) 

Mr John Fletcher. {Baker, West Cross- 
causeway) 

Mr WiLM. RiDDELL. 

Mr Dundas, Preses. 

"The above Commissioners having taken upon them the 
execution of the said Aft, made choice of Mr Solicitor Dundas 
to be their Convener, and William Riddell to be their Clerk. 

" They then proceeded to take into consideration that clause 
in the Aft with regard to the removal of nuisance, and regula- 
tions made there-anent by the Magistrates and Town Council 
of Edinburgh upon the tenth day of January 1770, having been 
read and approved of, they adopted the same so far as they are 
applicable ; and as it has been and still is the praftice in several 
streets and other passages included in the above Aft, for boys to 
meet and play at foot-ball, to bicker and cast squibs to the great 
inconveniency, and often danger and damage of the lives of the 
inhabitants, the meeting consider this also a nuisance, and re- 
commend to the Commissioners of the proper distrifts to take 
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proper steps for putting the said regulations into execution, and 
for preventing the above occurrences for the future." 

Signed by the Clerk. 

This fashion of "bickering" must have been greatly in vogue 
in the southern distrifls, when the first business of the Commis- 
sioners was the consideration of it Sir W. Scott seems to have 
been a keen hand at this " bickering." All have read the great 
novelist's description of Green Breeks, the leader of the Gross- 
causeway band, and the manner in which he was cut down, and 
sent to the Infirmary, where he soon recovered of his wounds. 
In my own recoUeftion, these rows were of frequent occurrence. 
The Pleasance boys went against those of Nicolson Street ; the 
rendezvous being Grey's Court, where they assembled in great 
force to meet the youth of " Dear-enouch." Dear enough it was, 
unquestionably, to both parties. 

In the year 1805 the Magistrates and Town Council of Edin- 
burgh applied to Parliament for a Police Bill for the City and 
Suburbs, and to reduce the City Guards to 60 men.^ This corps 
had existed since the time of Charles II. The Bill became law. 
It contained clauses which often led to riots,^ partly from the 
watchmen getting part of the fines, according to their rank. 
The inhabitants grew discontented with the police fining pro- 



* See Note 4. 

* One took place on June 4, George the Third*s birth-day, after the pass- 
ing of the Pad ; as usual the Fountain Wall, High Street, was decked with 
flowers, and on the banner was displayed, " Except the Lord the city watch 
the watchmen watch in vain." The banner was ordered down by the Magis- 
trates, and this was the commencement of one of those popular tumults. 

D 
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pensities, and the Aft has been several times amended. In 1817 
the City Guards were abolished.* 

The Bill divided the bounds into six Distrifts, the Southside 
being the sixth, each Distrift appointing Commissioners for carry- 
ing out the Aft ; and, so by that, the Southern Distrift Commis- 
sioners Police fun6lions ceased. They then became mere land 
Commissioners. They still had the appointment of two Road 
Trustees for the Middle Distrift ; still continued to meet annually 
in the old Chapel of Ease, Buccleuch Street, according to the Aft, 
in May, to choose the Convener, Clerk, and CoUeftor, There were 
rather keen contests, occasionally, for the honour of Convener ; he 
being an ex-officio member of a great many boards and charities, 
and having a standing in the world's eye. The office adding 
greatly to the personal consequence of many who held it, was 
often a stepping-stone to higher civic dignity. Various meetings 
were held during the year, at which local bills going through Par- 
liament were taken into consideration, and petitioned for or against 
according as the majority decreed. These petitions were signed 
in name of the Southern Distrift Commissioners, by the Con- 
vener for the time being. Congratulatory addresses were also 
always forwarded on public occasions to the Crown. 

The passing of the Bill for the Reform of the Representation 
of the people in Parliament in 1832, seemed the signal for a 
rapid decay of the Commissioners of the Southern Distrifts. It 
gave the inhabitants a voice in the return of two members of the 



* " The City Quards are an ancient but a very useless institution, for the 
support of which ;f 1200 a year is levied on the inhabitants, and which, as 
presently managed, costs the city £400 a year mort^^^-^Address of Bailie 
Thos. Smith, on Tuesday, September 27, 1799. 
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Imperial Parliament, being a privilege they never enjoyed before, 
(the South hitherto being shut out from the rest of the Town). 
With the hopes founded on this measure, the Southerners were 
to heal all their political sorrows and redress all their grievances ; 
but the Burgh Bill that passed the following year did not extend 
to any part but the Ancient and Extended Royalty, and as they 
had no right of return of members to the reformed Town Council, 
they went on for a few years longer meeting and opposing the 
new Town Council in many of their schemes. A Royal Com- 
mission was issued to inquire into the condition of several cities, 
burghs, and towns in Scotland. The Commissioners' Report 
recommended the Parliamentary boundaries as the fittest for 
burghs. Edinburgh was left out of the general bill for Scotland. 
Several bills to amalgamate the whole City were brought into 
Parliament by the reformed Town Council, but were always de- 
feated ; the great debt was a good argument against a partner- 
ship with a bankrupt Burgh. Then there was the Annuity- 
Tax, and a great many other reasons ever urged at the time, but 
many were got rid of by subsequent bills in Parliament. In 
1856, application was made by the Town Council of Edinburgh 
to Parliament for a Bill to unite the eight Southern Distrifts 
Canongate, and other places, with the Town into one Munici- 
pality for Burghal and Police purposes, which Bill divided the 
whole Parliamentary bounds into thirteen distrifts, giving three 
Councillors and one Paving Board Commissioner to each of the 
distrifts, restrifting the antiquated and corrupt Dean of Guild 
Court^ and its jobbing Council to their former ancient limits. 

* The Court of Guild was instituted in 1585. Lately it has manifested 
symptoms of amendment. The Dean of this Court and his Council were to 
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The Bill received the Royal assent on June 23, 1856, which 
put an end to the eight Southern Distrifts and their Commis- 
sioners. The Commission had existed for 89 years, and it is to be 
hoped, had done some good in its day. A clause in the Aft of 
Parliament runs thus (seftion 39), — " From and after the passing 
of this Aft, so much of the recited Aft as relates to the eleftion 
of Commissioners by the eight distrifts to the south of the City, 
and to their powers, funftions, and offices, shall be, and the same 
is, hereby repealed, and the powers, funftions, and offices of the 
said Commissioners elefted in virtue of the said Aft, — whether 
under the said Aft or under any other Aft of Parliament — ^shall 
therefore cease and determine." 

I will now give the boundaries of the Twelfth or St Leonard's 
Ward of the City of Edinburgh, and have endeavoured to do so 
from its earliest date to the present time. 

XII. St Leonard's Ward. 

To comprehend the whole lands and others within the follow- 
ing limits: — From a point in the centre of Nicolson Street, 
opposite Drummond Street, thence eastwards along the centre 
of Drummond Street to the Pleasance, thence southward along 
the centre of Pleasance to Salisbury Street, thence eastward 
along the centre of Salisbury Street to the Dumbiedykes Road, 
thence northward along the centre of the said Road to a point 

convene every Tuesday at two o'clock. The late Alexander Black, Architedl, 
observing one of his young men reading, asked, "What book is that?" " The 
Builder's Guide, sir,** was the response. " Oh," rejoined his employer, " I 
thought that was a glass of brandy at 12 o'clock, after the Dean of Guild's 
Court meeting," 
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opposite the entrance to the Queen's Park at the foot of Arthur 
Street, thence eastwards to the boundary wall of the Park at the 
said entrance, thence south-eastwards along the said wall to the 
Gibbet Loan, thence south-westward along the centre of the 
said Loan to the Dalkeith Road, thence northward along the 
centre of the last mentioned road to East Preston Street, thence 
westward along the centre of the said street to South Clerk 
Street, and thence northward along the centre of Clerk Street, 
St Patrick Street, and of Nicolson Street, to the point first men- 
tioned. 

Part of this boundary belonged to the Canongate and West 
Kirk Parishes, and part of St Leonard's is in the Parish of Lady 
Yester's. 

The number of eleftors (or ten pounds sterling yearly value) 
in the XII. or St Leonard's Ward, after the passing of the Aft, 
was 708. The Lord Provost chosen after their first meeting of 
Councillors in November 1856, was Sir John Melville,^ chiefly 
by whose exertion the Aft was obtained, when he was Lord 
Provost of the old boundaries. The Convener of the eight 
Southern Distrifts, at the passing of the Aft, was Robert 
Stephenson,^ a native of Birmingham, who was chosen a Bailie 
at their first meeting, and died in office. 

The annual eleftion of Councillors went on in the usual man- 
ner, both parties having their candidate, with nothing more than 
the usual excitement of the day, until the eleftion in November 
i860, a gentleman from the west of Scotland offered himself for 
a councillorship, and was returned by a great majority, but had 
not the qualification of six months' residence in the City (his 

^ Died in May i860. * Died in May 1859. 
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name had got on the roll of eleftors). He was protested against 
as unqualified, and interdicted by the Lord Ordinary, but before 
venturing to take his seat he resigned. The City Assessor would 
not hold the gentleman next on the roll to be elefted, and the 
Lord Provost, therefore, ordered a new eleftion. Both parties 
appealed to the Court of Session in the matter, but after a great 
deal of litigation, they both gave up the contest, leaving the 
newly elefted candidate the seat at the Council Board. He did 
not keep it many months, and another eleflion took place. The 
rejefted gentleman of the west, having the necessary qualifica- 
tion, was returned to the Council ; he likewise resigned in a few 
months, and left the Council to appoint a successor /r^ tern. 

After some years experience of the working of the Aft of 
Parliament which joined the Southern and other distrifts to the 
Ancient Royalty, the question arises, — Has the Aft been bene- 
ficial either to the various distrifts or to the public generally ? 
As managed at present, not much good has been evolved out of 
it. The prosperity of the City has been entirely lost sight of in 
religious contentions. In the matter of Trinity College Kirk, 
the Councilmen appealed to Parliament, and then complained 
of ill-usage. To the City, these same individuals lost the pat- 
ronage of the University, a thing much to be regretted. The 
dominant seft gave orders in all City matters, and presumed also 
as to the eleftion of Professors in the College.* In the choice, 
whether of a learned Professor or of a Town-Councillor, the 
question ever was, — " Is HE ONE OF OUR FOLK ?" 

The Council still possesses the patronage of Heriot's Hospital 

^ Many will call to mind the case of Professor Ferrier. See the Memoir 
of that eminent man in the St Andrews Magazine. 
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and Schools, in conjunflion with the ,Clergy of the Church of 
Scotland. They have the High School and others, — ^patronage 
which it is hoped they will endeavour to retain, the only remains 
of their once princely patronage, and not allow themselves to 
sink into mere Police Direftors. 

The Members of Council may be respeftable as a body ; but 
certainly their one charafleristic is a narrow, ungenerous, and 
ill-informed seftarianism. Some of the members have, in their 
declining years, become ''Free;" but, together with their free- 
dom, seem to have acquired an extreme selfishness. It is to be 
hoped that things will mend ; that " gentlemen" of some position 
will join the ranks — if only on the principle enunciated in the 
Gospel : — " A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump." 



More than three years have elapsed since the composition of 
the above. And what is there desiderated has, to some extent, 
been realised. Certain gentlemen of talent and energy have 
been elefted as Councillors. The civic Chair has been ably 
filled by Charles Lawson, Esquire, of Borthwick Hall, through 
whom men eminent in learning and in science. Princes, and 
Princesses, have honoured Edinburgh with their presence, par- 
taking of his liberal hospitality. The business of the good old 
City is now condufled, it is believed, in a manner which, we may 
hope,' will be conducive to the prosperity of Scotland and of the 
kingdom generally. 
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NOTE I. 



DR George Mackenzie, in his Life of John KnoXy has the 
following: — "Mr Knox being established minister at 
Edinburgh, he drew up a form of Church Discipline upon the 
Geneva model, which he presented to the States of Parliament to 
be ratified and approved of by them. They did not think fit to 
approve of it ; but to please Mr Knox, who was daily complain- 
ing in his sermons that there were still remaining several religi- 
ous houses in the kingdom, they passed ah Aft for demolishing 
all Cloisters and Abbey Churches that were not yet pulled down, 
for Mr Knox had told them plainly in one of his sermons, that 
it was a duty incumbent upon them, for said he. The true way to 
banish the rooks is to pull down their nests." And the execu- 
tion of the Aft for the West Parts was committed " to the Earls 
of Arran, Argyle, and Glencaim, for the North Parts to the 
Prior of St Andrews, now called Lord James, and for the In-Coun- 
tries, to some Barons that were held most zealous. Whereupon, 
says Bishop Spottiswoode, ensued a pitiful visitation of churches 
and church buildings throughout all the parts of the realm, for 
every one made bold to put to their hands; the meaner sort 
imitating the example of the greater and those in authority. No 
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difference was made, but all the churches either defaced or pulled 
to the ground. The holy vessels, and whatever else man could 
make gain of, as timber, lead, and bells, were put to sale. The 
very sepulchres of the dead were not spared, the registers of the 
churches and libraries cast into the fire, — ^in a word, all was 
ruined, and what had escaped in the time of the first troubles, 
did now undergo the common calamity."^ 

" The following strange manifesto issued by the rulers of that 
time, and circulated throughout the country, tends both to show 
the narrow views that influenced their proceedings, and to ac- 
count for the general devastation of all religious stru6lures built 
prior to the Reformation : — 

" ' Traist Friends, 
" ' After maist hartey commendation, we pray you faill not till 
pass incontinent to ye kyrk of (St Leonard's for in- 
stance) and tak doun ye haill images yrof, and bryng furth tyll 
ye Kirkyard and birn thym oppingly, and syklyk cast doun 
ye altris and pifluris, and purge ye sayd Kyrk o* a' kynds o' 
monuments of Idolatrie ; and this ye fail not till doe, as ye will 
doe -us singular empleasance, and sae committis you tyll ye 
proteftion of God. From Edinbourygh ye xii. of August, 
MDLX. 

(Signed) " ' Argyll, 

" ' James Stewart, 

" ' RUTHVEN.' 
" It is much to be regretted, that many to whom commissions 
* See Spottiswoode, B. 3, p. 174. 
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of this nature were intrusted, evinced not merely an antipathy 
against the superstition they meant to subvert, but also a want 
of discrimination between what was exclusively connefted with it, 
and things in themselves sacred. As a lamentable instance of 
this, we remark, that from the mansion-house of Munches, in 
Galloway, inhabited by a respeftable Catholic family, a Greek 
New Testament was aftually carried off, and burned on Corbelly 
hill, near Dumfries, merely because it was written ^ in ane un- 
known tongl and illuminated with a few enriched capitals."^ 



Supplement to the foregoing, communicated. 

Respefting ecclesiastical changes or vicissitudes, the following 
lines are singularly appropriate, suggestive, and pleasing. They 
appear in the first volume of the Transactions of the Society of 
Antiqtmries (Edin. 1792) ; and are by the founder of the Society, 
the then Earl of Buchan (whose portrait, after Reynolds, adorns 
the Museum), a nobleman distinguished not only by illustrious 
descent, but also by high sympathies and by extensive anti- 
quarian lore. The lines, which are for an inscription at Uphall, 
occur on p. 150: — 

" Fast by this rude memorial on the knoll, 
A kirk there stood, whereof the bell did toll 
For Popish rites, and called the swain to say 
Whatever in Latin the good priest should pray. 
Aft up the loan, now Halygate we name, 
'Cause Holy- Rood our guid Forbears they came * 

^ Stat. Acd., Vol. XIII. p. 79. 
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To worship God the best way that they knew, 

To seek for guid, and evil to eschew. 

Aft would they sit upon the kirk-yeard dyke, 

Which ran about, near bordering by the syke ; 

There would they crack, tho' yet they had nae snuff, 

And tell the news, and be well pleased enough. 

Aft up the loan the jovial wedding raid. 

Or, doleful, slowly moving burial gaid. 

All now is gaen, nae marks at all appear 

Of jovial mood, or of the serious tear. 

O'er the kirk-yeard the hind, he draws his plough, 

With human dust the field's enriched, I trow. 

" Learn hence, my friend, to grasp the precious time, 
Nor set thy heart, for sure it were a crime. 
On what you see so quickly pass away ; 
But be ye happy while that yet ye may." 

Romanism, Knoxian Presbytery, English Episcopacy, Presby- 
tery again. The Duke of Buccleuch's Bill concerning the Epis- 
copal Clergy (recently passed into law), taken in connexion with 
a sort of broad and "innovating" party of the Auld Kirk, is, 
perhaps, portending some other modification, if not change, and 
that to take place at no remote period. In Scotland, especially, 
succeeding hostile sefls have, as has been shewn in the text, 
wreaked their vengeance dire not only on each other, but also 
on the very struflures consecrated by religious worship. Oh, 
what an example of this is to be seen in the once fair CathedraJ 
of St Andrews, grand even in decay ! I believe that venerable 
edifice preaches many lessons which even now might well de- 
serve our attention. The ancient Pagans were, as Mr Hume has 
shewn, at least tolerant. 

T. H. G. 
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NOTE 11. 

This Robert Stewart, Earl of Orkney, died about 1592. He 
had two sons, of these, Henry, the elder one, died before him ; 
Patrick, the second, obtained a new charter and grant of the 
Earldom of Orkney and Lordship of Zetland, bearing date 
March i, i6oa Patrick built the Earl's Palace, near St Magnus* 
Cathedral, Kirkwall, which palace is now in ruins. 

Upon the death of Earl Robert, James Low, minister of Kirk- 
liston, was appointed Bishop; but Patrick kept possession of 
this rich benefice, pleading his father's stipulation with Adam 
Bothwell. Bishop Low disallowed this private contrafl ; in 1608 
he laid before James VI. a paper stating his case, wherein, more- 
over, he related the manifold instances of Patrick's cruelty to the 
people of the diocese of Orkney. Shortly after, Bishop Low 
was translated to the see of Glasgow. 

Patrick did not amend. He made the inhabitants labour, 
alike by sea and land, work in stone and lime quarries, build 
dykes, and engage in all sorts of servile labour without remu- 
neration, without even meat or drink ; exafting, in addition, taxes 
of the most exorbitant charafler. Him the king eventually 
caused to be seized, and to be imprisoned in the Castle of Dum- 
barton. Upon this, Robert Stewart, his natural son, fled to 
Orkney ; and, having raised men, took possession, in the Earl's 
name, of the King's Castles of Kirkwall and Bersay. Besieged 
by the Earl of Caithness, the King's lieutenant, they surrendered, 
and were brought prisoners to Edinburgh, where, after trial, six 
of them expiated their treason upon the scaffold. Finally, the 
Earl himself, as having incited his retainers to rebellion, was 
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brought to trial, and, being found guilty, was adjudged to be de- 
capitated at the Cross of Edinburgh, February 3, 1615 ; and his 
whole effefts were forfeited to the Crown. So died a potent 
feudal lord, and a most avaricious man. Leaving no issue, his 
title became extinft. 

In England (the Bedfords for example) and in Scotland many 
of the nobility, and the ministers, joined their forces, and pounced 
down upon the properties of the ancient Church. John Knox 
(alias John Sinclair') certainly never hesitated to make friends 
unto himself of the mammon of unrighteousness. Politics and 
religion were so mingled at the Reformation, that but few of the 
men of the period have, in truth, any weighty claim upon our 
admiration, not, at least, as men of single-minded integrity. 
Again, it may be stated, we believe, in reference to Lord Stew- 
art and his oppressions, that in our own day the nobility and the 
working-men have manifestly many interests in common (against 
greedy capitalists to wit^). Let us hope that they will yet make 
<:ommon cause. 

It remains to be said, that the Orkney Teinds are what the 
people of Edinburgh are ever wanting to pay their ministers 
with. 



» Sadler's State Papers, 

• A somewhat knotty point confessedly. Mr Ludlow, in Macmillan and 
Good IVords, has lately favoured the public with some valuable observations 
on these matters. And possibly, after all, Mr Ruskin may lead to something 
better than the old selfish expedient school 
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NOTE III. 

Abbey Church of Holyroodhouse. 

Upon the front of the third pillar from the east corner on the 
south side of the Church, is Bishop Adam Bothwell's Monu- 
ment : the following is a translation of the Inscription and Epi- 
taph thereon : — 

" Here lies interred a most noble man, Lord Adam Bothwell, Bishop of 
Orkney and Zetland ; Commendator of the Monastery of the Holy Cross, 
Senator of the College of Justice, and one of the Lords of his Majesty's Privy 
Council; who died in the 67th year of his age, 23d day of the month of 
August, in the year of our Lord 1593. 

"EPITAPH. 

" Thy praise is triple sure ; thyself, thy Sire, 
Thy Son, all Senators, whom men admire. 
The staggering state by thee was quickly stay'd : 
The troubled church from thee got present aid. 
Thou lived'st at thy wish ; thy good old age. 
In wealth and honours, took thee off the stage. 
Thine aged corpse interred here does lie. 
Thy virtues great forbid thy name to die. 
Go, happy soul ! and in thy last repose, 
Vanquish thou death, and all. its fatal blows ; 
Thy fragrant fame shall thus eternal be. 
Unto thy country and posterity."* 



* Theatre of Mortality^ or Inscriptions upon Monuments, collected and 
Englished by R. Monteath, M.A<, and printed in Edinburgh 1704. 

I 
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NOTE IV. 

Hamilton of Bothwellhaugh, with six others that were taken 
at the battle of Langside, fighting for the Queen, were im- 
prisoned in Blackness Castle, and their estates forfeited. These 
gentlemen, in order to procure their liberation, agreed amongst 
themselves to make an offer of the estate of Woodhouselee to 
Sir Lewis Ballenden, Justice Clerk, a great favourite of the 
Regent's, and who, for a long time, had his eye upon it The 
estate of Woodhouselee belonged to Bothwellhaugh by his lady, 
Alison Sinclair, daughter of Oliver Sinclair, King James V.*s 
great favourite. This offer was accepted by the Justice Clerk, 
who promised to procure their liberty and estates to them, but 
it was only a promise, for all that he did was to take possession 
of the estate of Bothwellhaugh, and turn out Bothwellhaugh's 
lady in her shift on a very cold night, which indignity the poor 
lady took so ill, that before morning she became furiously mad. 
The year after the Duke of Chattelherault, on his return from 
France, procured a letter from Queen Elizabeth to the Regent 
for setting these men at liberty, which being accordingly done, 
Bothwellhaugh petitioned the Regent to be restored to his estate 
of Woodhouselee, which the Justice Clerk most unjustly pos- 
sessed. But all the answer he got was, — " That he was an hon- 
ester man who had it than he who was seeking it!' 

Upon this, Bothwellhaugh swore he would be revenged, yet, 
before he went to the utmost, he resolved to try the effeft of a 
distressed lady's tears and intercession ; he sent his lady to him 
(for by tliis time she had recovered her reason) with a petition, 
she taking along with her Mrs Margaret Muirhead, a daughter 
of the Laird of Langhope. They found him sitting in Council in 
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St Giles's Church, and the lady, falling down upon her kne^s, 
presented him with the petition, but he, on perceiving the 
nature of it, rose up and went out She followed, and catch- 
ing hold of him by the sleeves, told him she was ordered by 
her husband to say that the first time he should chance to see 
him, if he did not do him justice, he would either be his death, or 
he his,— tp which the Regent answered, " Let it fall upon the first, 
intimating, thereby, that he would risk that." And Bothwellhaugh 
was as good as his word ; for, as the Regent was returning from 
Stirling through the town of Linlithgow, he shot him a little be- 
low the navel, and the bullet passed through bis body, killing Sir 
George Douglas's horse who was riding next to him. 

Bothwellhaugh made his escape; went over to France, and 
died a Colonel in the service of the King of Spain.^ 



NOTE V. 
Claudero. 



Claudero's name was James Wilson ; he was a native of Cum- 
bernauld. A chastisement inflifted on him when a boy, by the 
minister of that parish, rendered him a cripple for life. 

His engagements were multifarious and widely diversified. 
Schoolmaster in Toddrick's Wynd ; performer of kalf-merk mar- 
riages — which rendered him odious enough in the eyes of the 
Presbyterian Ministers of the day ; and poet ! He likewise wrote 
letters for the unlearned, couched, we suppose, in better terms, if 

* Dr George Mackenzie's Life of Mary Queen of Scotland, Edinburgh, 
1722. 
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in diflion less sublime, than the letter penned by the pedagogic 
scribe, at the urgent request of Pipes^ in Dr Smollett's delight- 
some and inimitable Peregrine Pickle, 

The volume referred to in the text comprises poems on various 
subjefls ; satires and lampoons being the main contents. Some 
of the poems are on matters interesting to Edinburgh men. Of 
these are : On the DestruSlion of the Royal Porch at Holyrood, 
I7S3 ; and lines on The Netherbow Parish ; The Last Speech and 
Dying Words of the Cross of Edinburgh^ which was Hanged^ 
Drawn, and Qtmrtered on the i^th of March 1756. From the 
last-named poem we selefl a specimen : — 

" Ye sons of Scotia, mourn and weep, 
Express your grief with sorrow deep ; 
Let aged sires be bath'd in tears. 
And ev'ry heart be fill'd with fears ; 
Let rugged rocks with grief abound, 
And echos multiply the sound ; 
Let rivers, hills, let woods and plains. 
Let morning dews, let winds and rains, 
United join to aid my woe. 
And loudly mourn my overthrow. 
For Arthur's Oi/n and Edinburgh Cross 
Have, by new schemers, got a toss ; 
We, heels o'er head, are tumbled down, 
The modem taste is London town. 
" I was built up in Gothic times. 
And have stood several hundred reigns ; 
Sacred my mem'ry and my name. 
For kings and queens I did proclaim. 
I peace and war did oft' declare. 
And roused my country ev'ry where : 
Your ancestors around me walk'd ; 
Your kings and nobles 'side me talk'd ; 
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And lads and lasses, with delight, 

Set tryst with me to meet at night ; 

No tryster e'er was at a loss, 

For why. Pit meet you at the Cross, 

I country people did dire<5l 

Through all the city with respedl, 

Who missing me, will look as droll 

As mariners without the pole. 

On me great men have lost their lives, 

And for a maiden left their wives. 

Low rogues likeways oft' got a peg 

With turnip, ^ or rotten e%% ; 

And when the mob did miss their butt, 

I was bedaubed like any slut. 

With loyal men, on loyal days, 

I dress'd myself in lovely bays. 

And with sweet apples treat the crowd, 

While they huzza'd around me loud. 

" Professions many have I seen, 
And never have disturbed been, 
I've seen the Tory party slain. 
And Whigs exulting o'er the plain : 
I've seen again the Tories rise. 
And with loud shouting pierce the skies. 
Then crown their king, and chase the Whig 
From Pentlandrhill to Bothwell-brig, 
I've seen the coVnants by all'swom. 
And likewise seen them burnt and torn. 
I neutral stood, as peaceful Quaker^ 
With neither side was I partaker. 

" I wish my life had longer been. 
That I might greater ferlies seen ; 
Or else like other things decay. 
Which Time alone doth waste away : 
But since I now must lose my head, 
I, at my last, this lesson read: 
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* Tho' wealth, and youth, and beauty shine, 
And all the graces round you twine, 
Think on your end, nor proud behave. 
There's nothing sure this side the grave.' 

" Ye jolly youths, with richest wine. 
Who drunk my dirge, for your propine, 
I do bequeath my lasting boon : 
May heav'n preserve you late and soon : 
May royal wine, in royal bowls, 
And lovely women cheer your souls, 
Till by old age you gently die, 
To live immortal in the sky. 

" To own my faults I have no will, 
For I have done both good and ill ; 
As to the crime for which I die, 
To my last gasp, Not guilty^ L 
But to this magisterial hate 
I shall assign the pristine date. 
When the intrepid, matchless Charles 
Came here with many Highland Carls, 
And o'er my top, in public sight, 
Proclaim'd aloud his Father's Right ; 
From that day forth it was agreed. 
That I should as a Rebel bleed ; 
And at this time they think it meet 
To snatch my fabric off the street. 
Lest I should tell to them once more 
The tale I told ten years before. 

" At my destroyers bear no grudge. 
Nor do you stain their mason-lodge, 
Tho' well may all by-standers see 
That better masons built up me. 
The royal statue in the close 
Will share the fate of me, poor Cross ; 
Heav'ns, earth, and seas, all in a range, 
Like me, will perish for Exchanged 
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The shaft or pillar of the Cross fronts the mansion-house of 
Drum, in the parish of Liberton. Scott, in Marmion, pronounces 
a minstrel's malison upon " The dull destroyer's head." Many 
of the lower carved stones of the Cross came into the possession 
of a Mr Ross, of Stockbridge, and were, by him, built into a 
tower — now removed Various ineffeflual proposals to rebuild 
the Cross have appeared. 

Claudero styles himself, in his title page, " Son of Nimrod the 
Mighty Hunter." He died in 1789. 



NOTE VI. 



The Town Guard, commonly called the Town Rats, seems to 
have been a very coarse sort of old soldiers collected to watch 
the city, numbering one hundred and twenty, — ^the Lord Provost, 
for the time being, always Captain. The orders for their be- 
haviour were twenty, about swearing, drinking, &c. The pun- 
ishments, — the stocks, and riding the wooden horse. I will give 
an order to them, from the original, in my possession :— 



Sederunt, 
John Wightman, 
George Preston, 
Robert Grierson, 
Hugh Hathorn, 



Edinburghy 29/A November 1720. 

Baillies and Justices of His Majesty's 
Peace, 



The which day, the Magistrates taken into consideration the 
several complaints laid before them by the neighbourhood 
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against the soldiers of the City Guard, for their immoral praflice 
of Cursing and Swearing, thereby profaning the Sacred Name of 
God, contrary to His holy Laws and Precepts, hurtful to their 
own souls, and offensive to every well-disposed person that hears 
them. Therefore, and for remedy thereof, we do hereby Statute 
and Ordain, That the several Officers of the said Company shall 
take a close inspeflion of all under their command : That when 
they either hear, or it being made appear to them that any of 
those aforesaid are guilty of the Crimes laid to their charge: 
That for each Oath, they stop One Penny Sterling out of their 
pay, and put it into the Poor's Box, in the said Guard : Certify- 
ing such as are oftener than thrice guilty, and so found irreclaim- 
able, try this method, — that they will be turned out of the City 
Service. We likewise recommend to the Officers to give a good 
example to all inferiors : And that the soldiers may not pretend 
to be ignorant thereof, We order this Aft to be Read at the 
Head of the Company, and afterwards Affixed it in the Guard- 
Hall: And also appoint this Present to be Printed, and one 
printed copy hereof to be delivered to every Sentinel. 

John Wightman, Bailie, y, P. 

^ . , ., ., George Preston, Bailie, J,P, 
Sic subscrtbttury _^ -, n -y c^ r, 

' ^ Robert Grierson, Bathe, J.P, 

Hugh Hathorn, -ff^^Vi^, J. P. 



H, &* J, Pillans^ Printers, Edinburgh. 
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